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DIRECTORY  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS 

v  •}•  W  r\  A 


-  so^-qxa  ELECTED  OFFICERS 

S3-!:..  ?.  *X?i  v  !’ 


c  «• 


'<-<  y.'  u> ...  r  i> 


•r 


,  j-  j 


v  Moderator 

>*  %A  >  ...  .V.:  A  5  '/•'i  i 

'  Clifford  R.  ^ 


-v-  .... 


... 

f  ••  •  i  •< 


*•  ,\.l7  **  ;  .  •• 


Selectmen 

Kenneth  E.  Haskell.  J.  Arthur  Ollis  Ralph  L.  Buzz-ell 

*  » ...  1;*,  !  7i l  f  .  ,  .  >5  *  ,■  !  .  i  ■  ■ 

s'v  ’ 

Board  of  Public  Welfare 

Hazen  M.  Emery  Ellen  M.  Wallace  Harriett  F.  Bigelow 

Assessors 

George  B.  Crofut  Term  Expires  1950 

Roscoe  Child  .  Term  Expires  1949 

Clifford  R.  Howe  .  .  Term  Expires  1948 

Town  Clerk 

C.  Howard  Phillips 

v  i  *  '  \  |  l  ‘  i  •  *  < 

Tax  Collector 

Wilfred  G.  Journeay  .  Term  Expires  1949 

Town  Treasurer 

Roy  C.  Journeay 

Municipal  Light  Commissioners 

Ulysses  N.  Corson  . .  Term  Expires  1950 

Dale  W.  Blackden  .  Term  Expires  1949 

Charles  A.  Lancaster  ...... .  Term  Expires  1948 

Board  of  Water  Commissioners 

Ulysses ‘N.  Corson  ^ Expires  1950 

Dale  W.  Blackden  . TermiE&pir^s,  1949 

Charles  A.  Lancaster  . .  .  Term  Expires  1948 

;■  h * r'iJi  I-*’  ')•  *jj  ‘it  }'. 

School  Committee 

Howard  DeLong  Term  Expires  1950 

Edwin  E.  LeidichUlX’U . -;T6rih  Expires  1949 

Annie  L.  Tucker - - - I.er^Jpires  1948 


;$! .3  ' r. I"' c  "ijtfit 2 
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Trustees  of  Cemetery 

Clifton  V.  Bixby  .  Term  Expires  1950 

Cecil  E.  Welch  .  Term  Expires  1940 

E.  Clifton  Hargraves  .  Term  Expires  1948 

Trustees  of  Public  Library 

Barbara  N.  Adams  .  Term  Expires  1950 

Isaiah  Chase  .  Term  Expires  1950 

Alvin  F.  Heath  .  Term  Expires  1949 

Chester  E.  Whiting  .  ...  Term  Expires  1949 

Abbie  W.  Sargent .  Term  Expires  1948 

Grace  F.  Gibbs  .  Term  Expires  1948 

Trustees  of  Kimball  Park 


John  L.  Hirst  .  Term  Expires  1950 

Arthur  D.  Lockwood  .  Term  Expires  1949 

Herbert  C.  Mcllvin  .  Term  Expires  1948 

Playground  Commission 


George  D.  Currier  . 
George  H.  K.  Nicol 

Leon  L.  Dow  . 

Bernard  A.  Morgan 
Ecigar  P.  Sargent  . 


Term  Expires  1952 
Term  Expires  1951 
Term  Expires  1950 
Term  Expires  1949 
Term  Expires  1948 


Constables 


Edward  J.  O’Keefe  George  R.  Buzzell 

Alexander  M.  Sullivan 

Surveyors  of  Lumber  and  Measurers  of  Wood  and  Bark 
Edson  C.  Walker  George  R.  Hoyt  Richard  E.  Sargent 

Tree  Warden 
Samuel  C.  Doust 

CIVIL  SERVICE  TENURE 
Chief  of  Police  Edward  J.  O’Keefe 
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OFFICERS  APPOINTED  BY  SELECTMEN 


Night  Watchman 

*  V  N 

Fred  A.  Smith 

Special  Police 

Clayton  Turner  John  P.  Gilmore  Leon  L.  Dow 
Almon  Pickard  Roscoe  Child  Clarence  O.  Libby 
Rodney  Fitzgerald  Louis  B.  Davis  John  Hutchins 
Fred  A.  Seymore  Ronald  C.  Sarasin  George  R.  Buzzell 
George  W.  Goldsmith  Harold  M.  Waterhouse 

William  L.  Andrews  Alexander  M.  Sullivan 


Sworn  Weighers 


Ralph  L.  Buzzell 
Charles  A.  Follansbee 
George  L.  Sargent 
Mrs.  Isabel  C.  Knight 


David  W.  Stewart 
Byron  H.  Sargent 
Kenneth  E.  Haskell 
Francis  H.  Tidd 


Town  Accountant 

W.  Harold  Whiting 

Fence  Viewers 

E.  Palmer  Sargent  William  J.  Battis 


Public  Health  Nurse 

Mrs.  Mary  D.  Flynn 


Dog  Officer 

Clayton  Lamb 


Engineers  of  Fire  Department 

Harry  E.  Ry-erson  Frank  M.  Hargraves 

George  R.  Buzzell 
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Inspector  of  Milk,  Slaughtering  and  Animals 

George  R.  Hoyt 
*  John  Hutchins 

*  Fill  unexpired  term  of  George  R.  Hoyt 

i  ‘  f.  :  '  <  *"r*.  •  • 

Inspector  of  Wires 

Ulysses  N.  Corson 

^  1  ^  '/A/;' 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 

■V  \  :  .•  ?  .  .•:?  '  '  ■'  '  ...  -  -  •  -  . . ...  ■ 

,  Harold  M.  Waterhouse 

Moth  Superintendent 

Samuel  C.  Doust 

Forest  Fire  Warden 

Louis  B.  Davis 
*  Harry  E.  Ryerson 

*  Fill  unexpired  term  of  Louis  B.  Davis 

Burial  Agent 

Charles  J.  Vincent 

Service  Officer 

I 

Charles  J.  Vincent 

Superintendent  of  Streets 

Charlie  E.  Wallace 

Town  Forest  Committee 

James  T.  Colgan  .  Term  Expires  1950 

Russell  B.  Kelly  ...  . .  Term  Expires  1949 

Samuel  C.  Doust  .  Term  Expires  1948 

Registrars  of  Voters 

George  W.  Berry  James  P.  Flynn 

Burton  C.  Lafaver  C.  Howard  Phillips 

Janitor  of  Town  Hall 

Guy  Sheldon 
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Jury  List 

The  following  Jury  List  for  the  calendar  year  begin¬ 
ning  July  1,  1947  has  been  prepared  by  the  Merrimac 
Selectmen  in  compliance  with  Chapter  234,  Section  4  of 
the  General  Laws  and  adopted  June  30,  1947. 

Harold  E  Anderson,  Nichols  Street,  Engineer 
Lloyd  W.  Buzzell,  East  Main  SL,  Bus  Driver  ;  >  h  ,/! 

Theodore  R.  Chase,  Church  St.,  Supt.  Wood  Heel 
Ulysses  N.  Corson,  West  Main  St.,  Foreman 
George  D.  Currier,  Prospect  Hill,  Leather  Worker 
Frederick  E.  Gibbs,  Locust  St.,  Shoe  Worker 
Ralph  K.  Hawkes,  Green  St.,  Bus  Driver  - 

John  H.  Hughes,  School  St.,  Bus  Repair 
John  W.  Kirkpatrick,  Grove  St.,  Bus  W-  r]: 

Burton  C.  Lafaver,  Lincoln  St.,  Salesman 

Charles  E.  Morse,  Church  Street,  Retired 

Almon  E.  Pickard  East  Main  Street,  Radio  Repair 

Lincoln  M.  Ross,  Birch  Meadow  Road,  Mechanic 

George  E.  Smith,  Broad  St.,  (Port),  Mechanic 

Arthur  G.  Trefethen,  Walnut  Street,  Painter 

Charles  J.  Vincent,  Currier  Ave.,  Navy  Yard 

Elbert  E.  McConnell,  Summer  Street,  Mechanic 

Irving  M.  Manning,  Locust  Grove  Ave.,  Mechanic 

Chester  A.  Carter,  Pleasant  St.  (Port) ,  Laborer 

Charles  E.  Sullivan,  East  Main  Street,  Electrical  Worker 

Leigh  P.  Allen,  Mill  Street,  Mechanic 

Forrest  A.  Morse,  West  Main  Street,  Mechanic 

Carl  M.  Ordway,  Church  Street,  Mechanic 

E.  Palmer  Sargent,  Bear  Hill  Road,  Engineer 

John  S.  Pease,  Locust  Grove  Ave.,  Mechanic 

Thomas  H.  Chaff,  East  Main  Street,  Bus  Mechanic 

Moses  B.  Merrill,  Prospect  Street,  Fireman 

P.  Leo  Noone,  Pleasant  Street,  Mail  Carrier 

Lionel  A.  Desmarais,  Locust  Grove  Ave.,  Mechanic 

Kenneth  E.  Haskell 
J.  Arthur  Ollis 
Ralph  L.  Buzzell 

Selectmen  of  Merrimac 
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SELECTMEN’S  REPORT 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac: 

The  seventy-second  annual  report  of  the  Town  of 
Merrimac  is  herewith  presented  for  your  consideration 
in  accordance  with  Chapter  40,  Section  49,  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Laws  of  Massachusetts. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  organized  for  the  year  as 
follows: 

Kenneth  E.  Haskell 

J.  Arthur  Ollis  . 

Ralph  L.  Buzzell  ... 

The  Board  also  organized  with  the  same  officers  as  a 
Board  of  Health  and  Board  of  Veterans  Benefits.  W.  Har¬ 
old  Whiting  was  designated  as  Agent  of  the  Board  of 
Health. 

We  have  finished  the  year  with  no  outstanding  debt 
and  a  good  cash  balance,  and  have  been  able  to  carry  the 
programs  through  as  voted  by  you  at  the  last  annual  town 
meeting.  The  report  of  these  expenditures  will  be  found 
in  the  Town  Accountant’s  report. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  Department  of  Corporations 
and  Taxation,  the  Bureau  of  Accounts,  and  all  the  local 
‘departments  for  their  cooperation  during  the  past  year. 
We  also  wish  to  express  our  appreciation  to  W.  Harold 
Whiting  who  as  well  as  performing  his  own  duties  efficient¬ 
ly  has  through  his  cooperation  helped  us  to  fulfill  our 
-duties  in  many  ways. 


...  Chairman 

.  Clerk 

Other  Member 
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We  have  tried  in  all  ways  to  run  the  affairs  of  the 
Town  in  all  our  various  departments  as  we  felt  was  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  taxpayers. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

KENNETH  HASKELL 
J.  ARTHUR  OLLIS 
RALPH  L.  BUZZELL 

Selectmen  of  Merrimac. 


REPORT  OF  CHIEF  OF  POLICE 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 

Gentlemen: 

As  Chief  of  the  Police  Department  of  the  Town  of 
Merrimac,  I  hereby  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  De¬ 
partment  for  the  year  1947. 

There  were  53  automobile  accidents  reported,  in 
which  42  persons  were  injured,  3  were  pedestrians. 


Miscellaneous  Business 

Assistance  to  other  Police  Departments  . 

Assistance  to  Medical  Examiner  . 

Complaints  Investigated  . 

Doors  and  Windows  found  open  and  secured 

Dead  bodies  found  . 

Days  at  District  Court  (Chief)  . 

Days  at  Superior  Court  (Chief)  . 

Daj^s  at  U.  S.  District  Court  (Chief)  . 

Days  at  Probate  Court  (Chief)  . 

Days  at  District  Court  (Patrolman)  . . 


28 

o 

O 

266 

53 

3 

47 

‘> 

L* 

1 

3 
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Days  at  District  Court  (Special  Officers)  .  ...  ... 
Days  at  Superior  Court  (Special  Officers)  .  ..... 
Days  at  U.  S.  District  Court  (Special  Officers) 
Disturbance  suppressed  without  arrest  . 


Defects  in  Streets  reported  . 

Escorts  furnished  processions  . 

Headlight  and  brake  inspections,  held 
Injured  and  sick  persons  assisted  . 


Lights  furnished  dangerous  places  ... 
Lost  and  runaway  returned  to  parents 

Messages  delivered  . . . 

Number  of  assignments  of  Officers  ... 
Stray  animals  returned  to  owners  ... 


Number  of  Arrests  for  the  Year 

Male  . . . . ! . 

Female  . 


11 

2 

1 

4 

21 

2 

13 

55 

299 

7 


100 

7 


Total  . . .  107 

Resident  . ..* .  . .  49 

Non-resident  .  58< 


Charged  as  Follows 


Assault  and  Battery  . . . . . . . .  11 

Disturbance  of  the  Peace  . . 5 

Drunkenness  . 28 

Delinquent  Children  . 2 

Insane  . 2 

Larceny  . . V. . . .  5 

Lewd  and  Lascivious  Cohabitation  .  2 

Non-support  .  1 

Operating  Motor  Vehicle  to  endanger  . 4 

Operating  Motor  Vehicle  under  influence  of  liquor....  4 

Safekeeping  . 3. 

Violation  of  City  Ordinance  . 2. 
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Violation  of  Motor  Vehicle  Laws  .  34 

Violation  of  Probation .  4 


Disposed  of  as  follows 

v  '  ......... 

-;3  Appealed 

5  Committed  to  Institutions 
<  1  Continued 

1  Dismissed 

35  Fined  a  total  of  $555.00 
14  For  other  Police  Departments 
7  Guilty,  Filed 

21  Received  Suspended  sentiences  and  Probation 
18  Released 

2  Not  Guilty 

> 

I  desire  to  thank  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen, 
His  Honor  Judge  Charles  I.  Pettingell,  the  Associate  Jus¬ 
tices,  Clerk  of  the  District  Court,  the  Probation  Officer^ 
the  Officers  of  the  Department,  and  the  Citizens  of  the 
town  for  their  kindly  cooperation  during  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


EDWARD  J.  O’KEEFE, 

Chief  of  Police 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK 


January  19,  1948 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 

Merrimac,  Mass. 

Gentlemen : 

As  Town  Clerk  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac,  I  hereby 
submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1947 : 
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Births 

Number  of  Births  recorded  . 62 

Males . 35 

Females . 27 

Father,  Native  Born .  57 

Mother,  Native  Born .  57 

Father  and  Mother,  both  Native  Born . 52 

Father  and  Mother,  both  Foreign  Born  .  0 

Mixed  Parentage  .  7 

Marriages 

Number  of  Marriages  recorded .  61 

First  Marriage  of  Groom .  43 

First  Marriage  of  Bride  .  46 

Grooms,  Native  Born  . ’ .  57 

Brides,  Native  Born  . 60 

Grooms,  Foreign  Born .  4 

Brides,  Foreign  Born  . .  1 

Average  Age  of  Groom .  31  years,  0  months,  0  days 

Average  Age  of  Bride  .  27  years,  7  months,  3  days 

4 

Deaths 

Number  of  Deaths  recorded  .  20 

Males  .  9 

Females  . 11 

Under  5  years .  2 

Males,  Native  Born . . .  8 

Females,  Native  Born .  6 

Males,  Foreign  Born .  1 

Females,  Foreign  Born .  5 

Of  Native  Parentage  .  8 

Of  Mixed  Parentage . 1 

Average  Age  . % .  63  years,  7  months,  16  days 

Oldest  Person  .  93  years,  8  months,  4  days 
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Licenses 


Number  of  Dogs  Licensed  .  221 

Males . . . ..  190 

Females .  31 

Kennel  Licenses  .  3 

Sporting  Licenses  Issued  . , .  220 

Minors  Sporting  Licenses  Issued  .  36 


Respectfully  submitted 

C.  HOWARD  PHILLIPS 

Town  Clerk. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 


To  the  Citizens  of  Merrimac : 

The  Board  of  Assessors  submit  the  following  report 
for  the  year  1947 : 

Recapitulation 


Town  Appropriations  . $241,192.67 

Overlay  Deficit  .  675.19 

State  Tax  .  1,600.00 

State  Parks  and  Reservations  .  133.34 

State  Audit  Tax .  820.41 

County  Tax  .  4,575.92 

Tuberculosis  Hospital  .  912.52 

Hospital  and  Home  Care .  210.00 

Overlay  for  1947 


5,325.36 

- --$255,445.41 


M  MERRIMAG  TOWN  .REPORT _ 

Estimate*!  Receipts 

Income  Tax  . ••••?  7,747.38 

Corporation  Tax  . ........ 4j88E.3'5  -  mzuVi 

Gasoline  Tax  . . 2,757.40  •u,.ruvj 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax  ..............  4,857.45  '  •  ’■ ■  'J  '1 

Licenses  . . . . . . .  2 3 2 ;  0 0  '!  •  -  ' ;  *  ■  *  ■> 1 

Finfes  ........... . . . . ,r;  a  '14'3V40>i-  •  u  j’,Jf  P* 

General  Government  . . IjlOO.OG1  :  ■  ■dIi- 

Protection  of  Persons  and  Property  9.05 

Health  and  Sanitation  ' . : . A ?. ' 1  196.50 

Charities  . . . ,. . . . .  2,752.37 

Old  Age  Assistance  . 18,350.62 

Old  Age  Tax  (Meals)  .  x  1,387.50 

Schools  :  . .  5,104.42 

Library  .  112.03 

Cemeteries  . .  544.50 

Interest  on  Taxes  . . 951.69 

Excess  Receipts  . 3,959.76 

Available  Funds  . ,. .  83,502.41 

- $138, 600.41 

Net  Amount  to  be  Raised  116,845.00 

Poll  Taxes  . . . $  1,708.00 

Personal  Property  ........ ......... .  7,360.80 

Real  Estate  .  107,776.20 

Total  Taxes  Levied  . $116,845.00 

.  '  i :  >  J  ;ir'  i  .»j 

Table  of  Aggregates 

c  •>  -  :  ’  •  J  ..  ■«  .  J  if  . 

Value  of  Real  Estate  . $1,796,270. 00 

Value  of  Personal  Property  .  122,680.00 

Value  of  Automobiles . 263,770,00 

Number  of  Automobiles  . . . . y.,& .;•/  :  j  ..  y  ; ;976 

Number  of  Horses  . . . . . . .  T  v  xav  31 

Number  of  Cbws  i . skMu-^138 

Number  of  Othfer;:Meat  Cattle  . un*  Unqw HI 

Number  of  WmV&.jl . . . . . . ZfrZL  to!:  vsi4/M0 

Nuhlb^i:  765 
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Number  of  Acres  of  Land  . 

tm;  M?  :r> a:m  s m our AXwiotf -i *t a. 

Respectfully,  submitte d , 
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REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  WIRES 

0  0  .  •  *  _ *,  H  ,  A.  "  >10  hi:.)  ;  :  : ■ 

Town  of  Merrimac *  1 * * *  '  !m  ,  •  j  ; 

Merrimac,  Mass.  $  t}  :  -'>0  a’fisuH  •  • 

To  the  Selectmen  and  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac. 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  for  the  year  of  1947. 

Inspection  of  Entrance  Changes  .  30 

factory  Inspection  . hAY.iAb:  Y.;v.0;M;> .  10 

Resident  Inspection  . .  M. MM?. M. !......  45 

New  Service  Inspection  .  .../Ok../;..  25 

Motor  Inspection  . - 714..  8 

Assisting  Light  Dept.  Mgr . v. . *; . .  .  6 

Gas  Station  Inspection  . ;....-/ ....d..Mv.M..  J..V.0.  4 

Wiring  Found  Defective  . . ;..,.  ..u  . :/.■;.  0 

Out  Door  Signs  . . .M ;; . r. v , i.tu. . ; ). 1 

Oil  Burner  Inspection  . •:.;.'J.;;;M...^;:;i>,..v15 

Road  Side  Stand . .  ai^ri . . .  i .  IL. .  .jj./'  i  1 

vi  No  fires  were  called  to  my  attention  this. year  due  tb 
defective  wiring.  ,.ro  V  1  >  ,  .0 

The  Monomack  Hotel  and  the  Post  Office  Block  are 
both  in  process  of  changing  over  their  wiring.  : 

00.0  I  wish  to  thank  the  Municipal  Light  Board,  Mr.  Louis 
H.avis,  its  Manager,  also  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  for  their 
cooperation.  .  (.woT  Hm.fruod 

•00.00 i  .  .  ;n*MLi.O  aoiO  )u!.d 

00. 0 0->,g  ULYSSES  N.  CORSON, 

U0  O'O  '  f.  V*  $!*:*  i*  ti  V  H'ffM  IT  i  I  >  .*■ 


*.  ..  ,  i  >,  c  i 
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APPROPRIATIONS  MADE  IN  1947 


Gentlemen: 

I  submit  the  following  list  of  appropriations  made  at 
the  Annual  Town  Meeting  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac, 
Mass.,  for  the  year  1947,  held  on  March  3,  1947 : 

Moderator,  Salary  .  $  12.00 

Selectmen,  Chairman,  Salary  .  450.00 

Selectmen,  Clerk,  Salary  .  125.00 

Selectmen,  Other  Member,  Salary  .  100.00 

Selectmen’s  Departmental  Expenses  . '..  400.00 

Board  of  Public  Welfare,  Chairman,  Salary  200.00 

Board  of  Public  Welfare,  Clerk,  Salary  ....  200.00 

Board  of  Public  Welfare,  Other  Member,  Sa).  100.00 

Town  Accountant,  Salary  .  2,340.00 

Town  Accountant,  Expenses  .  125.00 

Treasurer,  Salary  .  500.00 

Treasurer,  Expenses  .  700.00 

Tax  Collector,  Salary  .  875.00 

Tax  Collector,  Expenses  .  500.00 

Assessors,  Chairman,  Salary  .  360.00 

Assessors,  other  two  members,  $220.00  each  440.00 

Assessors,  Expenses  .  325.00 

Town  Clerk,  Salary  .  225.00 

Town  Clerk,  Expenses  .  100.00 

Registrars  of  Voters  .  250.00 

Town  Hall  Maintenance,  Janitor  of 

Offices,  Salary  .  240.00 

Maintenance  of  Town  Hall  .  1,200.00 

Repairs,  Town  Hall  .  100.00 

Bonding  Town  Officers .  315.00 

Election  Officers  .  100.00 

Police  . ,, .  5,000.00 

Fire  Engineers,  Chief,  Salary  .  150.00 

Fire  Engineers,  Clerk,  Salary  .  125.00 
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Fire  Engineers,  other  Member,  Salary  . 

Fire  Department  . 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures,  Salary  . 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures,  Expenses  .. 

Inspector  of  Wiring,  Salary  . . 

Inspector  of  Wiring,  Expenses  . 

Dog  Officier,  (to  cover  fees)  . 

Moth  Department  . 

Tree  Warden  . . 

Town  Forest  . . 

Forest  Fire  Warden  . 

Board  of  Health  . 

Health  Nurse  and  Expenses  . 

Inspector  of  Animals,  Salary  . 

Inspector  of  Animals,  Expenses  . . 

Inspector  of  Slaughtering,  Salary  . . 

Inspector  of  Slaughtering,  Expenses  . 

Inspector  of  Milk,  Salary  . 

Inspector  of  Milk,  Expenses  . 

Essex  County  T.  B.  Hospital  . 

Snow  and  Washouts  . 

Sidewalks,  Railings  and  Bridges  . 

Rocks  Bridge  . 

• 

Street  Lights . 

State  Aid  . . . . 

Public  Welfare  . . . . 

Soldiers’  Relief  . . 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children  . 

Old  Age  Assistance  . 

School  Committee,  Chairman,  (Salary) 

School  Committee,  Clerk,  (Salary)  . 

School  Committee,  Other  Member,  (Salary) 

School  Department  . . 

Public  Library  . 

Memorial  Day  . 

Vocational  Aid  . 

Lighting  Town  Buildings  . 

Insurance  . 
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100.00 
3,700.00 
100.00 
15.00 
90.00 
5.00 
150.00 
1,025.00 
500.00 
400. 0d 
150.00* 
1,250.00 
1,200.00 
100.00 
5.00 
20.00 
5.00 
20.00 
5.00 
912.52 
6,500.00 
100.00 
900.00 
4,383.76 
120.00 
5,000.00 
4,500.00 
5,000.00 
40,000.00 
50.00 
75.00 
50.00 
46,500.00 
1,200.00 
170.00 
2,500.00 
478.65 

2,300.0a 


•  { . 
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Reserve  Fund  . 500.00 

Interest  . 500.00 

Cemeteries  . 2,000.00 

Vital  Statistics  .  . .  .  .  .  90.00 

Water  in  Town  Buildings  . . .  288.34 

Printing  Town  Reports  . 369.92 


$148,885.19 

3  ’  ;  '  i 

.*»  ^  •  ,•  .  •  ,  . .  i, 

j  :  .  ;  .  .  "!'r  ••  '  .  >  ,  •; . 

Board  of  Old  Age  Assistance,  (Salaries) 

—Article  No.  6  . .  600.00 

Playground  Commission,  Article  No.  7  ......  1,200.00 

Tax  Title  Repairs  and  other  expenses, 

— Article  No.  9  . . .  200.00 

Highway  work,  (Thickly  Settled  Streets) 

— Article  No.  10  .  500. 0D 

Registrars  of  Voters,  (Expenses,  Chapter  427 

and  Chapter  440),  Article  No.  11  .  250.00 

Legal  Suits,  (Expenses)  Article  No.  14  .  200.00 

Highway,  Chapter  90,  Article  15  .  1,500.00 

Town  Hall,  (repairs  in,  on  or  around) 

—Article  16  .  350.00 

Highway  work,  Chapter  81,  Article  18  .  5,300.00 

Purchase  of  Sidewalk  Plow,  Article  19  .  2,730.00 

Fire  Hose,  Article  21  .  700.00 

Culvert  at  Birch  Meadow,  Article  23  .  300.00 

Repairs  to  Highway  Shed,  Article  25  .  250.00 

Veterans’  Service  Officer,  (Salary),  Article  26  250.00 

Veterans’  Service  Officer,  (Expense) 

— Article  27  .  250.00 


$163,465.19 
C.  Howard  Phillips, 


Town  Clerk. 
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REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac: 

The  Trustees  of  the  Merrimac  Public  Library  present 
their  seventy-first  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  Dec¬ 
ember  31,  1947. 

The  Total  number  of  volumes  borrowed  during  the 
year  was  11,084,  of  which  1454  was  non-fiction  and  1285 
juvenile.  The  monthly  deliveries  were  as  follows: 


January  . 

.  953 

July  . 

.  746 

February  . 

.  980 

August  . 

.  885 

March  . 

. 1147 

September  .. 

. 1041 

April  . 

. 1025 

October  . 

. 1024 

May  . 

.  921 

November 

.  883 

June  . 

.  820 

December  ... 

.  709 

The  fines 

collected  and 

turned  over 

to  the  Town 

Treasurer  amounted  to  $125.46. 

To  avoid  repetition,  the  financial  report  will  be  in- 
eluded  in  the  Town  Accountant’s  report. 

A  total  of  248  volumes  were  added  to  the  Library 
during  the  year,  225  by  purchase  and  23  by  gift,  and  your 
Trustees  wish  to  thank  the  following  donors:  Boston 
Globe,  Mrs.  Irvine  Burbeck,  Calnan  Motor  Sales,  Chrysler 
Corporation,  Mr.  Robert  Howie,  Mrs.  Mildred  Hurley,  Mr. 
Frank  Hutchins,  Lawrence  Medical  Club,  Metropolitan 
Life  Insurance  Company,  Proctor  and  Gamble,  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Massachusetts,  U.  S.  Government. 

Your  Trustees  wish  to  thank  the  Librarian  and  staff 
of  the  Haverhill  Public  Library  for  the  many  favors  and 
the  kindly  co-operation  that  has  been  extended  to  us  dur¬ 
ing.  the  past  year. 
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Your  Trustees  recommend  that  the  sum  of  $1,500.00 
be  appropriated  for  the  year  1948. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALVIN  F.  HEATH 
ABBIE  W.  SARGENT 
BARBARA  N.  ADAMS 
CHESTER  E.  WHITING 
GRACE  F.  GIBBS 
ISAIAH  CHASE 

Trustees  of  Public  Library 


REPORT  OF  THE  TOWN  TREASURER 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac: 

The  balances,  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  year 
1947  were  as  follows — 

Balance  January  1,  1947  .  $  44,498.49 

Receipts  to  January  1,  1948  .  293,126.83 

- $337,625.32 

Payments  on  Warrants  .  $286,873.79 

Balance  January  1,  1948  .  50,751.53 

- $337,625.32 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROY  C.  JOURNEAY, 


Town  Treasurer 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CEMETERY  COMMISSION 


We  hereby  submit  the  report  of  the  department  for 
the  year  1947. 

This  year  as  in  other  recent  years  we  have  had 
trouble  in  keeping  the  cemeteries  in  good  condition  because 
of  the  lack  of  funds  to  pay  enough  reliable  help  to  do  the 
necessary  work.  We  are  obliged  tc  pay  for  the  care  of 
about  one  hundred  twenty-five  private  lots  out  of  our  ap¬ 
propriation  and  the  money  received  from  individuals  for 
this  care  goes  into  the  Town.  The  Town  also  collects  all 
grave  digging  money  and  the  expense  of  this  work  also 
is  deducted  from  our  appropriation. 

The  roads  in  Locust  Grove  cemetery  have  had  very 
little  care  in  recent  years  and  three  of  the  roads  up  the  hill 
are  in  very  poor  condition  so  we  advise  at  least  three  or 
four  hundred  dollars  of  our  appropriation  this  year  be 
used  for  the  roads. 

Therefore  we  are  asking  for  an  appropriation  of 
twenty-five  hundred  dollars  which  we  hope  will  keep  the 
cemeteries  in  the  proper  condition  this  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  C.  HARGRAVES 
C.  E.  WELCH 
CLIFTON  V.  BIXBY 

Cemetery  Commission 


REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  KIMBALL  PARK 


To  the  Citizens  and  Selectmen  of  Merrimac: 

As  Tiustees  of  Kimball  Park,  we  submit  the  following 
report: 
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Active  Account 


Received : 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1947 .  none 

From  Weed  Fund  . $  45.50 

From  Kimball  Fund  .  26.00 

- $ . 71.50 

Expended: 

Labor  and  care  of  grounds  . $  71.50 

- $  71.50 

Trust  Funds 


Balance  Weed  Fund  Jan.  1.  1947  . $2020.07 

Balance  Kimball  Fund  Jan.  1,  1947  .  1021.54 

Interest  Weed  Fund  1947  . ' .  40.60 

Interest  Kimball  Fund  1947  .  20.52 


$3102.73 

Withdrawn  from  Weed  Fund  1947  . $  45.50 

Withdrawn  from  Kimball  Fund  1947  .  26.00 

Balance  Weed  Fund  Jan.  1,  1948  .  2,015.17 

Balance  Kimball  Fund  Jan.  1,  1948  .  1,016.06 


$3,102.73 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HERBERT  C.  McILVIN 
ARTHUR  D.  LOCKWOOD 
JOHN  L.  HIRST 


Trustees  of  Kimball  Park. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MERRIMAC  BOARD  OF 

PUBLIC  WELFARE 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac : 

The  members  elected  to  the  Board  of  Public  Wel¬ 
fare  organized  as  follows: 

Hazen  M.  Emery  . Chairman' 

Ellen  M.  Wallace  . Clerk 

Harriett  F.  Bigelow  . Other  Member 

During  the  past  year  the  board  has  had  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  new  applications,  most  of  these  were 
occasoned  by  illness  of  the;  head  of  the  household,  which 
condition  decreased  the  earnings  of  the  families.  We 
feel  that  perhaps  we  may  be  able  to  carry  on  this  type  of 
relief  with  the  same  appropriation  that  we  had  last  year 
namely  $5,000.00. 

’>  ‘  -•  ■,  .  1  .1  ■  r 

The  Aid  to  Dependent  Children  expenses  were 
sufficient  to  carry  on  this  program  and  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  we  expect  a  few  new  cases  we  feel  that  we  also 
must  ask  for  the  same  amount,  $5,000.00,  for  the  coming 
year. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  Federal,  State  and  local  depart¬ 
ments  for  their  help  during  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HAZEN  M.  EMERY, 
HARRIETT  F.  BIGELOW, 
ELLEN  M.  WALLACE, 
Board  of  Public  Welfare 


v/V 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSE’S  REPORT  FOR  1947 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Citizens  of 
the  Town  of  Merrimac. 

The  Public  Health  Nurse’s  report  from  March  11, 
1947,  to  December  31,  1947: 

Cases  Visits 


Chronic  Arthritis  . 2  2 

Cancer  of  the  stomach  .  1  2 

Cancer  of  Rectum  .  1  2 

Arteriosclerosis  .  3  21 

Varicose  Ulcer  .  1  30 

Fractured  Wrist  .  1  3 

Obstipation  .  1  1 

Chronic  Nephritis  .  3  23 

Malignant  Hypertension  . ..  1  10 

Angina  Pectoris  .  2  45 

Cerebral  Hemorrhage  .  3  100 

Coronary  Occulsion  .  1  1 

Hypertensive  Heart  Disease  .  2  4 

Congenital  Vaginal  Disorder  .  1  20 

Chronic  Inflamation  of  Cervix  .  1  11 

Old  Age  .  2  49 

Diabetes  Mellitus  . 1  94 

Gallstones  .  1  3 

Chronic  Constipation  .  1  1 

Inflamation  of  Gall  Bladder .  1  4 

Eczema  .  1  8 

Newborn  Babies  .  2  3 


The  above  cases  were  treated  under  Doctor’s  orders 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  them. 

The  tuberculosis  files  were  checked  and  arrangements 
made  to  have  Arrested  cases  and  Contact  cases  X-Rayed, 
sunder  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Davis. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Mary  de  Sales  Flynn,  R.  N. 

Public  Health  Nurse. 
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REPORT  OF  MERRIMAC  BUREAU  OF  OLD  AGE 

ASSISTANCE 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac : 

The  Old  Age  Assistance  Bureau  for  the  year  1947 


-organized  as  follows: 

Hazen  M.  Emery  . < .  Chairman 

Harriett  F.  Bigelow  .  Clerk 


Ellen  M.  Wallace  .  Other  Member 

During  the  year  the  following  cases  have  been  re¬ 


ceiving  aid — 

Active  cases  Jan.  1,  1947  .  94 

New  cases  added  in  1947  .  11 

Total  cases  1947 .  105 

Cases  closed  in  year  1947  .  17 

Total  cases  Dec.  31,  1947  .  88 


The  state  budget  as  of  this  date  must  be  figured  on 
a  twelve  months  basis  and  with  the  applications  pending 
wre  feel  that  we  should  be  able  to  carry  on  in  the  year 
1948  with  the  amount  of  40,000.00. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HARRIETT  F.  BIGELOW 
HAZEN  M.  EMERY 
ELLEN  M.  WALLACE, 
Merrimac  Bureau  of  Old  Age  Assistance 


26 


MERRIMAC  TOWN  REPORT 


1947-1948  MERRIMAC  FIRE  ALARM 


Emergency  fire  alarm  telephone  number  2211. 

Emergency  phone  2211  should  be  used  for  fire  calls 
only.  If  for  any  reason  line  is  out  of  order,  dial  operator 
and  ask  for  EMERGENCY  OPERATOR. 

In  all  cases  give  your  name  and  location  of  fire. 

3-3  Chief’s  Call. 

4  Mass.  N.  E.  Bus  Garage,  East  Main  St. 

5  Merrimac  Square. 

12  Locust  St.,  opposite  Green  St. 

13  J.  B.  Judkins  Co.,  Main  St. 

14  Main  St.,  near  residence  of  William  H.  Franklin. 

15  Birch  Meadow  Rd.,  and  Main  St.,  to  Merrimac-Haver- 
hill  line. 

16  Woodland  and  Grove  Sts. 

17  School  and  Pleasant  Sts. 

18  School  and  Mill  Sts. 

21  East  Main  St.,  Bear  Hill  Rd.,  to  Merrimac-Amesbury 
line. 

23  East  Main  St.,  near  store  of  Leo  Noone. 

24  Church  St.,  opposite  Maple  St.  ' 

25  Liberty  and  Mechanic  Sts. 

26  Summer  and  Prospect  Sts. 

27  Church  St.,  near  residence  of  Charles  H.  Staples. 

28  Sawyer  and  Nichols  Sts.. 

31  Pleasant  St.,  Merrimacport. 

32  Merrimac  St.,  near  residence  of  George  H.  Whitcomb. 
34  Merrimac  St.,  Merrimacport. 

o5  High  St.,  near  William  S.  Tuckwell  Foundry. 

36  Merrimac  and  Broad  Sts.,  Merrimacport. 

41  Lake  Attitash  Park.  1  ■ 

51  Locust  and  Walnut  Sts. 

52  Lower  Locust  St.,  Haverhill-Merrimac  Line. 

62  Birch  Meadow  Rd.  and  Hadley  District. 

Telephone,  No  Box. 
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71  Bear  Hill  Rd.,  Newton,  N.  H.,  line. 

Telephone,  No  Box. 

72  West  Shore  Lake  Attitash. 

2  Recall — all  out — also  All  Clear  Air  Raid. 

No  School  Signals 

7:15  A.  M.  11-11-long  pause-1.  No  school  in  grades  only. 
7:15  A.  M.  11-11-11.  No  school  in  high  and  grade  shools. 
11:20  A.  M.  Same  signals.  One  session. 

12:30  P.  M.  Same  signals.  No  school  in  afternoon. 
Police  Call  1-1-1. 

Boy  Scouts — 10  Blasts. 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  FIRE  ENGINEERS 


Merrimac  Mass.,  Jan.  27,  1948 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 

The  Board  of  Fire  Engineers  submit  for  the  year  end¬ 
ing  December  31,  1947. 

Number  of  alarms  .  60 

Fire  loss . .  $21,000.00 

We  recommend  that  the  sum  of  $3,700.00  be  appro¬ 
priated  for  the  salaries  and  general  maintenance  of  the 
department. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

HARRY  E.  RYERSON 
GEORGE  R.  BUZZELL,  SR. 
FRANK  M.  HARGRAVES 

Board  of  Engineers. 
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REPORT  OF  DOG  OFFICIER 

# 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  of  Merrimac: 

I  hereby  report  that  I  have  caught,  confined  and 
disposed  of  the  following  dogs: 

Males 

March  23,  1947  . . . . $  4.00 

March  20,  1947  .  4.00 

April  18,  1947  . : .  4.00 

April  30,  1947  . 4.00 

May  5,  1947  .  4.00 

May  20,  1947  .  4.00 

May  22,  1947  .  4.00 

May  22,  1947  . ♦ .  4.00 

June  4,  1947  . 4.00 

June  5,  1947  . 4.00 

June  11,  1947  . : .  4.00 

June  16,  1947  .  4.00 

June  17,  1947  . .  4.00 

June  27,  1947  .  4.00 

July  12,  1947  . 1.00 

July  31,  1947  .  4.00 

August  10,  1947  .  4.00 

August  24,  1947  .  4.00 

Oct.  27,  1947  .  4.00 

Dec.  11,  1947  . 4.00 

Females 

June  16,  1947  4.00 

July  14,  1947  .  4.00 

July  25,  1947  .  4.00 

July  27,  1947  .  4.00 

July  28,  1947  .  4.00 

July  29,  1947  . 4.00 

July  31,  1947  . 4.00 

August  10,  1947  .  4.00 
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August  10,  1947  .  4.00 

August  10,  1947  . 4.00 

Sept.  11,  1947  . 4.00 

Sept.  11,  1947  .  4.00 

Sept.  27,  1947  .  4.00 

Oct.  11,  1947  . 4.00 

Oct.  12,  1947  .  1.00 

Oct.  21,1947  . , .  4.00 

Nov.  11,  1947  . . 4.00 

Dec.  7,  1947  .  4.00 

Dec.  18,  1947  .  4.00 


I  have  returned  six  dogs  to  their  owners  and  I  have 
found  homes  for  five  dogs. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

r 

HAROLD  C.  LAMB 

Dog  Officer 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  BUILDING  COMMITTEE 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac: 

The  Merrimac  School  Building  Committee  has  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  caution  toward  the  ultimate  objective  of  con¬ 
structing  “a  modern  fireproof  building  of  sufficient  size 
to  house  the  twelve  grades  of  the  present  system. ” 

On  June  30,  1947,  we  secured  an  advance  of  $8,000.00 
from  the  Federal  Works  Agency  under  the  provisions  of 
Public  Law  458  of  the  7,8th  Congress  as  modified  by  Public 
Law  269  of  the  79th  Congress,  $4,000.00  of  which  has  been 
received.  By  this  advance  we  were  enabled  to  obtain 
working  drawings  and  specifications.  There  is  no  interest 
charged  on  this  advance,  and  it  is  not  to  be  repaid  until 
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actual  construction  starts. 

On  July,  ,  1947,  after  due  consideration  and  con¬ 
sultation  with  several  architects  and  architectural  firms, 
the  Building  Committee  signed  a  contract  with  Clinton  F. 
Goodwin  of  Haverhill  for  the  drawing  of  plans  and  general 
supervision  of  construction  when  that  phase  of  the  work 
should  be  undertaken.  Before  making  their  decision  the 
committee  had  inspected  several  buildings  constructed  by 

.  ;  ^  t 

Mr.  Goodwin  and  by  other  architects  both  in  Massachusetts 
and  elsewhere. 

Working  with  Mr.  Goodwin,  the  committee  made  a 
topographical  survey  of  the  site  of  the  proposed  building 
and  made  extensive  soundings.  The  results  of  these  were 
entirely  satisfactory.  It  was  demonstrated  that  a  minimum 
of  excavation  and  grading  would  be  required. 

The  building  committee  met  with  the  school  superin¬ 
tendent  and  school  committee  on  July  21,  1947,  for  a 
discussion  of  the  general  requirements  and  facilities  of  the 
building.  There  was  apparent  agreement  on  all  phases. 

At  the  writing  of  this  report  the  preliminary  sketches 
are  complete  and  have  been  accepted  by  the  committee. 
The  drawing  of  the  building  has  been  on  exhibition  in  the 
Town  Office.  The  actual  working  drawings  and  specifica¬ 
tions  are  in  the  process  of  being  made. 

In  November  of  1946  when  the  authority  was  granted 
to  proceed  with  the  necessary  planning,  the  money  made 
available  was  consistent  with  estimated  costs.  At  that 
time,  however,  materials  and  labor  were  so  uncertain  that 
no  contractor  would  assume  a  reasonable  bonded  contract. 
Since  then  building  costs  have  risen  so  sharply  that  at  the 
present  a  building  with  an  auditorium  is  beyond  reach. 
The  article  passed  by  the  Town  Meeting  in  November  of 
1946  did  not  prescribe  an  auditorium  to  be  included  in  the 
construction,  but  it  was  the  general  consensus  of  opinion 
at  that  time  that  such  would  be  an  integral  part  of  the 
edifice.  The  classroom  section  of  the  proposed  building 
could  probably  be  built  with  the  money  available,  with  pro- 
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vision  for  possible  later  addition  of  the  auditorium  section. 


The  building  committee  feels  that  it  should  be  ready 
to  take  any  necessary  steps  to  capitalize  on  opportunities 
should  they  present  themselves.  So  far  we  have  accom¬ 
plished  as  much  as  we  believe  possible,  and  we  have  not 
obligated  the  town  to  any  expense. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Isaiah  Chase 
Kenneth  Haskell 
Fred  N.  Sweetser,  M.D. 
Harriett  F.  Biglow 
Richard  E.  Sargent 


REPORT  OF  THE  TOWN  FOREST  COMMITTEE 

January  16th,  1948 

To  the  honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 

Report  of  the  Town  Forest  Committee  for  the  year 


ending  1947. 

For  mowing  out  lanes  .  $  42.00 

$251.00,  unexpended  balance,  as  our  pipe  came  in  to  late 
To  Ralph  Buzzell  for  tile  and  trucking .  90.00 


To  Davis  Hardware  Co.,  2  pair  forestry  Pruners  17.00 


$  149.00 

We  were  unable  to  get  the  help  to  do  the  forestry 
work  required  and  are  rebuilding  some  of  the  dangerous 
culverts  on  the  main  forest  roads.  We  are  returning 
to  use  this  year. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  T.  COLGAN, 
RUSSELL  B.  KELLY, 
SAMUEL  C.  DOUST 


Town  Forest  Committee 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MUNICIPAL 

LIGHT  BOARD 


The  Municipal  Light  Board  herein  submit  their  forty- 
third  Annual  Report  for  year  ending  December  31,  1947. 


Twenty  services  have  been  added  during  the  year 
making  a  total  of  1,025  lighting  services  and  14  power  ser¬ 
vices,  now  installed. 


Estimated  of  Expense 

Gross  Expense  of  Operating  . $43,000.00 

Depreciation  (3%  on  $86,627.01)  ....2,598.81 

Total  .  $45,598.81 

Estimated  Income 

From  Private  Consumers  .  $47,000.00 

From  Municipal  Buildings .  469.31 

From  Street  Lights .  4,530.11 

Total  .  $51,999.42 


Cost  of  Construction 


Substation  Equipment  . $  650.00 

Poles,  fixtures  , overhead  conductors  48,975.50 

Meters  . 9,897.90 

Transformers  .  19,017.85 

Street  Lighting  Equipment  .  5,346.18 

Transportation  Equipment  .  2,739.58 

Total  .  $86,627.01 


Expended  for  Construction 


Construction  and  Materials  . $21,417.10 

Transportation  Equipment .  000.00 

Meters  . 801.03 

Line  Transformers  .  2,104.70 

Total  . . 


$24,322.83 
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Expended  for  Operating  Expenses 

Electric  Energy  Purchased  . $25,707.27 

Station  Wages .  805.50 

Station  Expenses . .  350.00 

Meter  and  Transformer  Operation  1,221.18 

Maint.  Transmission  &  Dist.  Lines  5,645.53 

Operation  and  Maintenance  of 

Street  Lights  .  406.22 

Commercial  Salaries  and  Expense  ..  291.10 

Salaries  of  Municipal  Light  Board 

and  Manager  .  1,701.72 

Office  Salary  .  1,392.90 

General  Office  Supplies  and  Expense  802.10 

Insurance  .  531.31 

Transportation  Expense  .  601.68 

Miscellaneous  Expense  .  88.90 

Total  . . . $  39,541.41 


Total  Expended  for  Construction  and  Maint.  ..$  63,864.24 

Consumers’  Deposits  Refunded . $  120.00 

Returned  to  Town  .  4,862.41 

Total  . . $  4,982.41 


Grand  Total  $68,846.65 

Balance  Sheet 

Construction  and  Operating  Fund 

January  1,  1947  . $  10,307.57 

Consumers’  Deposit  Fund,  January 

1,  1947  . 788.65 

Depreciation  Fund,  Jan.  1,  1947  ....  22,393.39 

Received  from  Light  and  Power 

Sales  .  44,402.92 

Received  from  Miscellaneous  Sales  262.05 
Received  from  Town  Appropriations  4,862.41 
Interest  Income .  389.86 
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^Consumers’  Deposits 
Total 


65.00 

- $  83,471.85 


Construction,  Materials 

and  Renewals  . $  24,322.83 

.  Maintenance  and  Operating  Ex¬ 
penses  . 39,541.41 

*  Consumers  Deposits  Returned  .  120.00 

Returned  to  Town . 4,862.41 

Depreciation  Fund  .  12,783.25 

^Construction  and  Operating  Fund 

January  1,  1948  . 1,108.30 

'  Consumers  Deposit  Fund 

January  1,  1948 .  733.65 

Total  . . 


$83,471.85 


DALE  W.  BLACKDEN, 

ULYSSES  N.  CORSON, 

CHAS.  A.  LANCASTER, 

The  Municipal  Light  Board 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF 
WATER  COMMISSIONERS 

The  Board  of  Water  Commssioners  herein  submit 
their  forty-fourth  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  De¬ 
cember  31,  1947. 

Six  services  were  installed  during  the  year,  making  a 
total  of  699  active  services. 

Estimates  for  the  Ensuing  Year 

Gross  Expense  of  Operating . $12,000.00 

Construction  . .  1,500.00 

Total  . . . $13,500.00 

Estimated  Income 

$13,000.00 

1,000.00 


Water  Rates  . 

^Miscellaneous  Income 


MERRIMAC  TOWN  REPORT 


35 


Total  . . §14,000.00 

Expended  for  Maintenance 

Maintenance  and  Repairs  . . $  5,082.27 

Power  and  Fuel  . 3,389.88 

Station  Supplies  and  Expense  .  219.83 

Station  Wages  . 1,443.36 

Salaries  of  Supt.  and  Commissioners  1,183.87 

Office  Salary  .  1,114.00 

Office  Expense  .  301.38 

Truck  Expense  .  427.18 

Insurance  .  632.57 

Miscellaneous  .  25.00 

Total  Expended  for  Maintenance - §13,819.34 

Monthly  Pumping  Report 

Gallons  Hours 
Pumped  Pumped 

January .  7,810,000  191 

February .  6,850,000  207 

March  . 7,610,000  248 

April  . 7,570,000  222 

May  .  8,390,000  278 

June  . 8,630,000  321 

July* . 11,490,000  233 

August  ...* .  9,950,000  224 

September  . .• .  7,990,000  204 

October  . 8,520,000  213 

November  .  6,980,000  195 

December  .  6,550,000  224 


.•  *  ,r  *• 

Total  Gallons  Pumped . 98,340,000' 

Balance  Sheet 


General  Cash  Balance,  Jan.  1,  1947  §  7,781.59 

Water  Rates  Collected .  11,640.69 
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Miscellaneous  Income  . .  115.55 

Total  . . . $19,537.83 

Expended  for  Construction  and 

Maintenance  . $  15,353.79 

General  Cash  Balance,  Jan.  1,  1948  4,184.04 

Total  . . . $19,537.83 

ULYSSES  N.  CORSON, 

DALE  W.  BLACKDEN, 

CHAS.  A.  LANCASTER, 

Board  of  Water  Commissioners 


REPORT  OF  SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Citizens  of 
the  Town  of  Merrimac: 

The  following  is  my  report  for  the  year  1947 : 


Condemned  Adjusted  Sealed 


Platform  over  5,000  lbs. 
Platform  100-5,000  lbs. 
Counter  under  100  lbs. 
Beam  100  lbs.  or  over 
Beam  under  100  lbs. 
Spring  100  lbs.  or  over 
Spring  under  100  lbs. 
Computing  under  100  lbs. 
Personal  Weighing 
Gasoline  measuring  pumps 
Gasoline  measuring  meters 
Oil  measuring  pumps 
Yard  Sticks 


1 

1  7 

2 

2 

3 

2 

3  8 

1  2  k  9 

1 

21 

1 

2  5 

3 


3  6  60 

Fees  collected  and  turned  over  to 
Town  Treasurer,  $24.29. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HAROLD  M.  WATERHOUSE, 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures. 
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REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  MILK,  ANIMALS 

AND  SLAUGHTERING 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 

I  have  made  the  following  calls  and  inspections  and 
issued  the  following  licenses  for  the  year  1947 : 


Licenses  for  sale  of  oleomargarine  6 

Store  Licenses  for  sale  of  milk  and  cream  6 

Vehicle  licenses  for  sale  of  milk  and  cream  11 

A  total  of  23  Licenses  at  $.50,  $11.50  collected  and 
turned  over  to  Town  Treasurer. 

No.  of  barns  inspected  23 

No.  of  cattle  inspected  175 

No.  of  swine  inspected  14 

No.  of  horses  inspected  11 

No.  of  goats  inspected  34 

Inspection  of  Slaughtering  Hogs  7 

Inspection  of  Slaughtering  Calves  2 

Inspection  for  the  State  Division  of  Livestock  Disease- 

i 

control  to  check  on  new  arrivals  of  dairy  cattle  from 
outside  of  state  3 

Animals  quarantined  0 

Respectfully  submitted, 


John  A.  Hutchins, 

Inspector  of  Milk,  Animals  and  Slaughtering. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PLAYGROUND  COMMISSION 

For  the  Year  1947 


To  the  Citizens  and  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac: 

We  the  Playground  Commissioners,  submit  the  fol¬ 
lowing  report  for  the  year  1947. 

During  the  year  we  held  many  meetings  to  take  care 
of  the  various  activities  of  our  committee.  The  work 
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started  in  1946  was  completed  and  the  diamond  made 
ready  for  use.  A  power  lawn  mower  was  purchased  and 
found  very  helpful  in  maintaining  the  grounds. 

The  building  that  we  wanted  to  repair  for  use  as  stor¬ 
age  for  tools,  etc.  was  found  unsatisfactory  and  the  sum  of 
$246.49  was  refunded  to  the  town. 

We  feel  that  the  playing  field  has  been  enjoyed  by 

_  » 

players  and  fans  alike.  This  coming  spring  we  hope  to 
improve  the  playing  surface  of  the  diamond. 

We  also  plan  to  install  bleachers  this  year  with  money 
provided  at  the  special  town  meeting  last  fall ;  this  money 
being  really  a  gift  of  our  Veterans,  as  this  money  was  ori¬ 
ginally  voted  for  their  Welcome-Home,  and  it  is  their  de¬ 
sire  that  it  be  spent  for  this  purpose  for  all  Towns-people 
to  enjoy. 

We  trust  the  people  of  the  town  have  been  pleased 
with  the  progress  made  during  1947  and  ask  for  your  sup¬ 
port  for  our  plans  for  1948. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LEON  L.  DOW, 

E.  PALMER  SARGENT, 
GEORGE  D.  CURRIER, 
GEORGE  H.  NICOL, 
BERNARD  A.  MORGAN, 

Playground  Commission. 


REPORT  OF  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac : 

In  accordance  with  the  By-Laws  of  the  Town  of  Mer¬ 
rimac  and  the  General  Laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  the  Finance  Committee  recommend  the 
following  appropriations  to  be  made  for  the  year  1948: 
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Moderator,  Salary  . . $  12.00 

Selectmen,  Chairman,  Salary  . .  425.00 

Selectmen,  Clerk,  Salary .  150.00 

Selectmen,  Other  Member,  Salary  .  100.00; 

Selectmen's  Departmental  Expenses  .  400.00 

Welfare,  Chairman  Salary  .  200.00 

Welfare,  Clerk  Salary  . .  200.00 

Welfare,  Other  Member  Salary  . . .  100.00 

Town  Accountant  Salary .  .  2,600.00; 

Town  Accountant  Expenses .  125.00 

Treasurer  Salary  . 600.00 

Treasurer  Expenses . .  600.00 

Tax  Collector  Salary  .  875.00 

Tax  Collector  Expenses  .  500.00 

Assessors,  Chairman  Salary .  360.00 

Assessors,  Other  two  each  220.00  .  440.00 

Assessors  Expenses  .  400.00 

Town  Clerk  Salary  • .  225.00 

Town  Clerk  Expenses  .  TOO. 00 

Registrars  of  Voters  Salary,  Clerk  100.00 .  250.00; 

Other  three  members  50.00  each 

Janitor  of  Town  Offices  Salary .  240.00 

Town  Hall  Maintenance  .  1,200.00 

Town  Hall  Repairs  . 100.00 

Bonding  Town  Officers .  352.50 

Election  Officers  . .  500.00 

Police . 5,000.00- 

Fire  Engineers  Salary,  Chief  .  150.00 

Fire  Engineers  Salary,  Clerk  .  125.00 

Fire  Engineers  Other  Member  Salary .  100.00 

Fire  Department  .  3,700.00 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  Salary .  100.00 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  Expenses .  15.00 

Inspector  of  Wiring  Salary  .  90.00 

Inspector  of  Wiring  Expenses .  5.00 

Dog  Officer  to  cover  fees,  other  expenses  .  150.00 

Moth  Department . .  1,025.00 
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Tree  Warden  . 500.00 

Town  Forest .  400.00 

Forest  Fire  Warden . 150.00 

Board  of  Health  .  1,250.00 

Health  Nurse  and  Expenses  .  1,200.00 

Inspector  of  Animals  Salary  .  100.00 

Inspector  of  Animals  Expenses  .  5.00 

Inspector  of  Slaughtering  Salary .  20.00 

Inspector  of  Slaughtering  Expenses  .  5.00 

Inspector  of  Milk  Salary  .  20.00 

Inspector  of  Milk  Expense .  5.00 

Essex  County  T.  B.  Hospital  . #  1,039.80 

Snow  and  Washouts .  6,500.00 

Sidewalks,  Railings  and  Bridges  . 100.00 

Rocks  Bridge  .  750.00 

Street  Lights  . 4,530.11 

State  Aid . 120.00 

Public  Welfare  . • .  5,000.00 

Soldiers  Relief  .  4,500.00 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children  .  5,000.00 

Old  Age  Assistance  . 40,000.00 

School  Committee  Salary,  Chairman  .  50.00 

School  Committee  Salary,  Clerk  . 75.00 

School  Committee  Salary,  Other  Member  .  50.00 

School  Department  .  48,300.00 

Public  Library  .  1,500.00 

Memorial  Day .  215.00 

Vocational  Aid  .  2,000.00 

Lighting  Town  Buildings  .  469.31 

Insurance  .  2,300.00 

Reserve  Fund  .  500.00 

Interest  .  500.00 

Cemeteries  .  2,500.00 

Vital  Statistics  .  250.00 

Water  in  Town  Buildings  . ' .  267.24 

Printing  Town  Reports  .  335.00 

Light  Commissioners  @  $50.00  each  .  150.00 
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Water  Commissioners  @  $50.00  each  .  150.00 


$152,320.96 

JOHN  K.  SARGENT  ' 

W.  H.  FRANKLIN 
CLEMENT  L.  LOCKWOOD 
JAMES  T.  COLGAN, 
HERMAN  F.  DAVIS 

Merrimac  Finance  Committee 


REPORT  OF  THE  TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 

I  hereby  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Town  Ac¬ 
countant  in  accordance  with  Chapter  41,  Section  60,  of  the 
General  Laws.  I  have  also  presented  all  such  financial 
transactions  as  may  be  of  general  interest. 

At  this  time  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  you 
and  to  all  other  Town  Officials  who  have  rendered  their 
assistance  during  the  past  year  in  complying  with  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  our  system. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  HAROLD  WHITING, 

Town  Accountant. 


Receipts — General 

Taxes: 

Current  Year — 

Poll,  Personal  and  Real  Estate  . $  96,178.77 

Previous  Years — 

Poll,  Personal,  Real  Estate  1946  ...  8,365.22 

Poll,  Personal,  Real  Estate  1945..  1,295.46 
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Poll,  Personal,  Real  Estate  1944..  13.33 


$105,852.78 

From  Commonwealth: 

A 

Special  State  Taxes — 


Income  Tax  . $12,096.47 

Corporation  Tax  .  5,814.04 


Total  from  Taxes 


$17,910.51 

$123,763.29 


Licenses  and  Permits: 
Licenses  and  Permits  $ 


216.50 
- $ 


216.50 


Fines  and  Forfeits: 

Fines  . $  165.00 

-  $  165.00 

Grants  and  Gifts: 

Mass.  School  Fund  ....$  3,537.08 

County  Treasurer,  Dogs  323.63 

.  - $  3,860.71 


Total  from  Licenses,  Permits,  Fines 
Forfeits,  Grants  and  Gifts 

Privileges: 

Excise  1947  . $  6,286.72 

Excise  1946  . 335.91 

Excise  1945  .  21.62 

Interest: 

Taxes  1947  . $  32.31 

Taxes  1946  .  200.10 

Taxes  1945  .  59.55 

Taxes  1944  .  1.34 

Added  Interest  .  155.13 


$  4,242.21 


$  6,644.25 
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Recording,  releases,  demands 

and  costs  .  59.45 

-  $  507.88 

Total  from  Privileges  and  Interest  . .  $  7,152.13 


Total  Receipts  from  General  Revenue 


$135,157.63 


Receipts-Commercial  Revenue 

General  Government: 

Rent  of  Hall  . $  432.00 

Rent  of  Offices  .  868.00 

-  $  1,300.00 

Protection  of  Persons  and  Property: 

Sealers  Fees  . $  45.02 

-  $  45.02 

Board  of  Health: 

Health  Nurse  Fees  ....$  116.50 

-  $  116.50 

Inspector  of  Animals  $  50.00 

- $  50.00 

Highways: 

Town  Hire  Road 

Machinery  . $  1,882.84 

Comm,  of  Mass., 

Ch.  81,  1946  .  3,373.36 

Comm,  of  Mass., 

Ch.  81,  1947  . .  3,424.44 

Comm,  of  Mass., 

Highway  Fund  ....  2,757.40 

-  $  11,438.04 

125.46 
712.50 


Public  Library: 

Fines.  . 

Trust  Funds  ... 


$  837.96 
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Kimball  Park: 

Trust  Funds  . $  71.50 

-  $  71.50 


Cemeteries: 

Sale  of  Lots  . 

. $ 

320.00 

Trust  Funds,  New 

Additions  . 

Trust  Funds 

and 

2,400.00 

Withdrawals 

690.50 

Care  of  Lots  and 

Opening  Graves 

540.50 

3,951.00 


Charities : 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children: 

Comm,  of  Mass . $  1,093.32 

U.  S.  Grant .  642.90 

U.  S.  Grant  Admx .  24.51 

-  $  1,760.73 


Temporary  Aid : 

Other  Cities  &  Towns..?  844.22 

Comm,  of  Mass .  719.69 

Individuals  .  409.50 

Indigent  Persons  .  82.00 

-  $  2,055.41 


Old  Age  Assistance : 

Comm,  of  Mass . $21,136.58 

Individuals  .  246.95 

Other  Cities  &  Towns..  408.18 

U.  S.  Grant  .  22,667.47 

U.  S.  Grant  Admx .  802.69 

Old  Age  Meal  Tax  .  1,643.61 

- -  $  46,905.48 


Public  Service  Enterprises 

Light  and  Water  Departments: 
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Lights — 

Consumers  Deposits  ..$ 

Street  Lighting  . 

Sale  of  Light  . 

Sale  of  Power  . 

Miscellaneous  Sales  .... 


65.00 

4,383.76 

37,911.08 

6,970.49 

262.05 

-  $  49,592.38 


W  ater — 

Meter  Rates  . $11,640.69 

Miscellaneous  Sales  115.55 

-  ? 


11,756.24 


Light  Depreciation 

Fund  . $10,000.00 

-  $  10,000.00 

Schools: 

Tuition  . $  30.00 

Comm,  of  Mass.  Trans. 

and  Tuition  .  366.92 

Vocational  Aid  .  296.88 

C.  B.  Dolge  refund  .  2.00 

- - $  695.80 

Total  from  Commercial  Revenue  . $140,576.06 


Non-Revenue  and  Miscellaneous  Receipts 


Withholding  Tax  . $  7,397.64 

Town  of  Amesbury  Health  181.00 

Tax  Titles  .  651.52 

Sale  Tax  Title  Poss .  3,667.34 

Town  Clerk,  Dog  Fees  521.40 

Tailings  .  18.50 

Interest  on  Bonds  .  364.23 

Sale  of  Logs  .  17.50 

Damage  to  Ball  Field..  117.08 

Comm,  of  Mass.  Peddlers  8.00 

Col.  Beacon  Rec.  Permit  1.00 
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Post  War  Fund .  16.26 

Refund  Legal  Expense..  131.47 

Probation  Officer  .  12.00 

Comm,  of  Mass.  Div. 

of  Standards  .  8.00 

Fire  Dept.  Check 

Returned  .  15.01 

Fire  Dept.  Sale  of  Truck  50.00 

Insurance  Refund  .  207.19 

Land  Court  Refund, 

recordings  .  8.00 

U.  S.  Treasury  Dept.,  Build¬ 
ing  Plans  for  School  4,000.00 

Total  Non-Revenue  and 

Miscellaneous  .  $  17,393.14 

Total  from  General  Revenue,  Com¬ 
mercial  Revenue  and  NomRe venue  and 

Miscellaneous  Receipts  . 

Cash  Balance  January  1,  1947  .  . 


$337,625.32 


$293,126.83 

44,498.49 


Expenditures  —  General  Government 


Legislative : 

Moderator,  Salary  . 

12.00 

Selectmen: 

Chairman,  Salary  . 

450.00 

Clerk,  Salary  . 

125.00 

Other  Member,  Salary. 

100.00 

Printing  &  Postage  ... 

132.57 

Transportation  . 

18.50 

Supplies  . 

58.25 

Other  Expenses  . 

60.00 

$  944.32 
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Chairman,  Salary  . 

.$ 

200.00 

Clerk,  Salary  . 

200.00 

Other  Member,  Salary 

) 

100.00 

i 

Accountant: 

Salary  . . 

.? 

2,340.00 

Printing  &  Postage . 

4.83 

Transportation  . 

10.50 

Supplies  . 

80.20 

i 

Treasurer : 

Salary  . 

.? 

500.00 

Printing  &  Postage  . 

210.65 

Other  Expenses  . 

162.12 

Assessors : 

Chairman,  Salary  . 

.? 

360.00 

Clerk,  Salary  . 

220.00 

Other  Member,  Salary 

220.00 

Printing  &  Postage  . 

8.55 

Transportation  . 

21.00 

Supplies,  other  Expenses 

293.88 

Town  Clerk: 

Salary  . 

.? 

225.00 

Printing  &  Postage  . 

16.31 

Other  Expenses  . 

83.69 

Registrars  of  Voters  : 

Salaries  . 

■? 

250.00 

'  ' 

Bonding  Town  Officers 

• 

• 

Town  Clerk  . $ 

5.00 

Treasurer  . 

75.00 

? 


? 


? 


$ 


500.00 


$  2,435.53 


872.77 


$  1,123.43 


325.00 


250.00 
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Collector  .  112.50 

Coll.  Light  &  Water  ...  37.50 

Light  Manager  .  5.00 

- $  235.00 

Election  Officers: 

Salaries  . $  98.00 

- $  98.00 

Registrars  Expense: 

Labor  &  Supplies  . $  225.05 

- $  225.05 


Town  Hall  Maintenance: 

Janitor’s  Salary  . $ 

240.00 

Openings  . 

244.00 

Fuel  . 

677.61 

Light  . 

46.71 

Telephone  . 

104.07 

Janitor’s  Supplies  . 

10.78 

Other  Expenses  . 

93.19 

1,416.36 


Town  Hall  Repairs: 

Repairs  to  Hall  . $  96.39 

- $  96.39 


Repairs  in  or  on  or  around  Town  Hall: 

Repairs:  . $  313.11 

- $  313.11 

Collector  of  Taxes: 

Collector  1945  . $  33.64 

Collector  1946  45.23  , 

Collector  1947  .  519.52 

Printing  &  Postage  .  218.13 

Supplies  and  Other 

Expenses  .  195.09 

- $  1011.61 


Total  Expenses  General  Government 


$  9858.57 
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Protection  of  Persons  and  Property 


Police: 

Salary  of  Chief  . $  2,143.14 

Salary  Night  Patrolman  1,792.14 

Special  Officers  .  614.40 

Telephone  .  122.17 

Transportation  .  208.46 

Supplies  .  119.58 

- $ 

Fire  Engineers: 

Chief,  Salary  . $  150.00 

Clerk,  Salary  .  125.00 

Other  Member,  Salary  100.00 

- — $ 


4999.89 


375.00 


Fire  Department: 

Stewards  . $  110.00 

Truck  Mechanic  .  25.00 

Supt.  Alarms  .  100.00 

Call  Men  . .  1*768.71 

Telephone  .  113.21 

Fuel  &  Light  .  586.54 

Motor  Expense  .  396.55 

Repairs  &  Other  Ex .  609.91 


Fire  Alarm  Box  Installation: 


Cost  of  Installation  . $  167.41 

- - ? 


3,709.92 

167.41 


Fire  Hose : 

Purchase  New  Hose . $  686.00 

- $  686.00 

Inspector  of  Wiring: 

Salary  . $  90.00 


Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures: 
Salary  . $  100.00 


90.00 
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- $  100.00 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  Expenses: 

Expenses  . $  15.00 

- $  15.00 

Moth  Department: 

Salary  of  Supt . $  747.40 

Labor  .  185.60 

Horse  Hire  .......  32.00 

Other  Expenses  .  59.76 

- $  1,024.76 

■*  y 

Tree  Warden: 

Wages  of  Warden  . $  376.40 

Labor  . 96.50 

Other  Expenses  .  23.15 

- $  496.05 

Forest  Fire  Warden: 

Labor  . 135.00 

Equipment  .  15.00 

- - $  150.00 

Dog  Officer: 

Fees  . $  150.00 

- $  150.00 

Town  Forest: 

Labor  . $  42.00 

Pipe  .  90.00 

Tools  .  17.00 

- $  149.00 

Total  Protection  of  Persons  and  Property  . $ 


Health  and  Sanitation 


Board  of  Health: 

Care  of  Dump  . $  123.85 

Burial  of  Animals  .  6.00 

Medical  Aid  . .  181.00 


12,113.03 
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131.90 
27.35 

- $  470.10 

Health  Nurse  and  Expenses: 

Salary  . ...$  960.00 

Transportation  .  140.05 

- $  1,100.05 

Inspector  of  Animals: 

Salary  . $  100.00 

— - $  100.00 

Inspector  of  Animals  Expense : 

Expense  . $  5.00 

- $  5.00 

Inspector  of  Slaughtering: 

Salary  . $  20.00 

- - $  20.00 

Inspector  of  Slaughtering  Expense : 

Expense  . '....$  5.00 

- $  5.00 

Inspector  of  Milk : 

Salary  . $  20.00 

- $  20.00 

Inspector  of  Milk  Expense: 

Expense  . $  5.00 

- $  5.00 

Essex  County  T.  B.  Hospital: 

Bill  for  year  .  . $  912.52 

- $  912.52 


Total  Health  and  Sanitation  . $ 


Highways 


2,637.67 


Highway  &  Chapter  81: 

Salary,  Superintendent  $  918.51 
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Laborers  . 4,150.09 

Truck  Hire  .  897.23 

Road  Materials  . .  4,498.11 

Town  Truck  .  963.76 

Loader,  Grader,  Bulldozer  300.72 

Tools  .  31.58 

Honing  .  ...  615.38 


Highway  Chapter  90,  1946: 

Salary,  Supt.  ...., . ...$  146.65 

Laborers.  ...V..  .  1,155.47 

Pipe  . 986.95 

Bricks  . 00..  150.50 

Town  Truck  . <...  90.95 

Truck  Hire  .  212.20 

Trench  Digger,  Grader  790.25 

Lumber  and  Materials  774.43 


Highway  Chapter  90,  1947 : 

Salary  Supt.  . $  198.91 

Laborers  .  1,176.55 

Pipe  .  1,295.27 

Bricks  .  172.00 

Town  Truck  . 174.25 

Truck  Hire  .  610.90 

Shovel  .  307.28 

Trench  Digger,  Grader  1,007.50 

Lumber  and  Materials  347.86 


Maintenance  of  Road  Machinery: 
Gasoline  and  Oil  . 583.59 


Truck  Repairs,  parts  924.03 

Plow  Repairs,  parts  343.35 

Tractor  Repairs,  parts  134.83 

Plates  .  6.00 

Tools  .  7.00 


12,375.38 


4,307.40 


5,290.52 


?  1,998.80 
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Snow  and  Washouts: 


Salary  Supt . .  $  574.60 

Laborers  . 2,874.44 

Plow  Hire  .  1,903.45 

Truck  Hire  . .  273.90 

Town  Tractor  .  64.00 

Town  Trucks  .  503.75 

Horse  Hire  .  84.85 

Materials  . 101.47 

i  _ 


Sidewalks,  Railings  and  Bridges: 

Labor  . $  15.50 

Patch  .  59.54 

Materials  .  6.30 

Truck  Hire,  Town  .  7.88 


Highway  Thickly  Settled  Streets: 

Salary  Supt . $  11.05 

Laborers  .  50.25 

Town  Trucks  .  1  3.40 

Telephone  .  36.39 

Fuel  . .  45.78 

Supplies,  Mat.,  Tools.  ..  98.63 


Rocks  Bridge : 

Assessment  . $  739.76 


Street  Lights: 

Bill  for  Lights  . $  4,383.76 


Culvert  Birch  Meadow  Road: 

Salary  Supt . $  72.25 

Laborers  .  213.75 

Town  Trucks  .  11.90 


? 


$ 


? 

? 

? 


6,380.46 


89.22 


245.50 


739.76 


4,383.76 
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Materials  .  1.90 

- $  299.80 

Repairs  to  Highway  Shed : 

Bill  for  Repairs  . $  238.00 

- §  238.00 

Purchase  Sidewalk  Plow: 

Bill  for  Plow  . $  2,580.00 

- $  2,580.00 

Total  for  Highways  . $  38,928.60 


Charities 


Public  Welfare: 

209.29 
67.74 
2,813.48 
263.75 
168.50 
1,037.51 
499.20 
19,30 
100.00 

- $  5,178.77 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children: 

Cash  payments  . $  1,401.30 

Medical  aid  .  21.50 

- $  1,422.80 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children  U.S.  Grant: 

Cash  payments  . $  842.20 

Medical  aid  .  59.38 

- $  901.58 

Old  Age  Assistance : 

Cash  payments  . $  30,048.35 

Medical  aid  . .  1,598.70 

Other  cities  and  Towns  515.00 


Other  Cities  &  Towns  $ 

Clothing  . 

Groceries  &  Provisions 

Fuel  . 

Board  and  Care  . . 

Medical  . . 

Cash  payments  . 

Misc.  payments . 

Burial  . 
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290.00 

22.21 

- $  32,474.26 

Old  Age  Assistance  U.S.  Grant: 

Cash  payments  . $  18,670.95 

Other  Cities  &  Towns  982.91 

Burials  .  145.00 

Medical  aid  .  1,337.85 

Other  payments  . .  5.00 

- $  21,141.71 


Old  Age  Admx.  U.S.  Grant: 

Salaries  . $  99.98 

Visiting  .  150.0'0 

Motor  Expense  .  50.00 

Printing  &  Postage  ....  35.74 

- $  335.72 


Soldiers  Relief: 

Soldiers  Benefits* Cash  $  1,073.70 


Transportation  > .  6.84 

Clothing  .  4.45 

Medical  aid  .  135.76 

Forms  .  14.30 

- $ 


1,235.05 


Old  Age  Bureau: 

Salaries  . $  500.02 

- $  500.02 


Total  Charities  and  Soldiers  Benefits . $ 


Library  and  Schools 


Public  Library: 

Librarian  . $  500.00 

Care  of  grounds  .  150.00 

Fuel  and  Light .  401.64 


Books,  periodicals,  binding  414.86 


63,189.91 
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-Postage  &  Misc.  Ex _  8.50 

- ■$  1,475.00 

Vocational  Aid: 

Tuition  . $  1,512.63 

- $  1,512.63 

School  Committee: 

Salaries  . $  222.59 

- $  222.59 


Schools:  ,  !' 

Total  expended  in  1947  item¬ 
ized  in  School  Report  ?  45,985.77 

- $  45,985.77 

Total  for  Library  and  Schools  . . $  49,195.99 


Recreation  and  Unclassified 


Expense  to  Purchase  War  Bonds: 

Expense  to  purchase  bonds?  29.49 

- $  29.49 

Water  Extension  Westminister  Road: 

Laying  pipe  and 

digging  trench  .  2,974.61 

Gates  and  Boxes  .  27.00 

- $  3,001.61 

Repairs  and  Other  Expenses  Tax  Title  Property: 
Expenses  for  legal  and  other 

billings  . $  100.47 

- ?  100.47 


Insurance:  »,  .  , 

Fire  Dept.  Accident  ...  $  240.00 


Tax  Title  .  18.95 

Forgery  . 46.87 

•Collector  &  Treasurer  142.50 

.Plate  Glass  .  30.83 

IFire  Schedule  .  633.95 
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Comp.  Workman's  .  480.31 

Fire  &  Theft  Machinery 

and  Boilers  .  633.82 


Memorial  Day: 

Band  . $ 

Flags  . 

Speaker  . 

Truck  Hire  . 


135.00 
47.12 
10.00 
10.00 
- -? 


Vital  Statistics: 

Fees  . $  118.72 

Lighting  Town  Buildings: 

Bill  for  lights  . $  478.65 


Water  in  Town  Buildings: 
Water  Bill  . $ 


288.34 


-? 


Printing  Town  Reports: 

Bill  for  printing  . $  369.92 


-? 


2,227.23 

202.12 

118.72 

478.65 

288.34 

369.92 


Playground  Commission: 

Power  Mower  . $ 

315.00 

Labor  . 

428.50 

Gas  and  Oil  . 

6.20 

Painting  . 

20.00 

Fence  . 

87.00 

Surveying  . 

77.50 

Repairs,  Equipment  . 

17.31  a 

Pipe  . 

2.00 

? 


953.51 


Building,  Draining,  Grading  Ball  Field: 
Grading,  Draining  Field  $  523.30 

- - $  523.30 
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Legal  Suits  : 

Bill  for  legal  advice  ....$  141.58 

- $  141.58 

Kimball  Park : 

Labor  on  grounds  . $  70.00 

Sharpening  Tools  .  1.50 

- $  71.50 

Total  for  Recreation  and  Unclassified  .  ...$  8,506.44 


Enterprises  and  Cemeteries 

Public  Service  Enterprises: 

Light  . . $63,864.24 

Consumers  Deposits  ....  120.00 

Water  . 15,353.79 

- $79,338.03 


Cemeteries: 

Superintendents,  Salary$  1,790.00 

Laborers  .  806.74 

Supplies  .  19.90 

Materials  .  73.50 


$  2,690.14 


Care,  Improvement  and  Embellishment  of  Cemetery: 

Laborers  . $  14.60 

Materials  .  58.85 

Supplies  .  14.53 

- $  87.98 

Total  for  Enterprises  and  Cemeteries  . $82,116.15 


Other  Payments 


Real  Estate  1944  ....$  1.92 

Real  Estate  1947  .  147.00 

Excise  1946  .  2.83 

Excise  1947  .  27.60 

Tax  Titles  .  55.30 
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Tax  Possessions  .  100.00 

Withholding  Tax  .  7,033.49 

State  Tax  .  2,677.78 

County  Tax  .  3,692.55 

Dog  Fees  .  521.40 

Trust  Funds  in  Transit  3,038.50 

Bldg.  Plans  for  School  2,700.00 

H.  W.  Finberg  .  6.50 

Service  Officer  Salary  208.30 


Service  Officer  Expenses  114.26 

- $  20,327.43 

| 

$286,873.79 
50,751.53 


Total  Revenue,  Non-Revenue  and 

Other  Payments  . 

Cash  Balance,  December  31,  1947 


$337,625.32 
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REPORT  OF  COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES 

To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac: 

l 

I  submit  herewith  my  report  as  Collector  of  Taxes  for 
the  year  ending  December  31,  1947. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  various  officials  and  citizens  for 
their  cooperation  during  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILFRED  G.  JOURNEAY, 
Collector  of  Taxes. 


1947  Real  Estate 


Commitments 

$107,776.20  Cash  to  Treas. 

$ 

88,900.57 

20.00  Abatements 

3,864.20 

Refunds 

147.00  Journal  Credit 

12.00 

— — 

Tax  Title 

429.60 

Outstanding 

14,736.83 

$107,943.20 

$107,943.20 

1947  Personal  Property 

Commitments 

$ 

7,360.80  Cash  to  Treas. 

$ 

6,256.20 

Abatements 

46.20 

Outstanding 

1,058.40 

$ 

7,360.80 

$ 

7,360.80 

1947  Excise 

Commitments 

$ 

7,213.82  Cash  to  Treas. 

$ 

6,379.65 

Refunds 

27.60  Abatements 

92.42 

Outstanding 

769.35 

$  7,241.42 


?  7,241.42 
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1947  Poll 

Commitments 

$ 

1734.00  Cash  to  Treas. 

? 

1,022.00 

Abatements 

569.00 

Outstanding 

143.00 

$ 

1,734.00 

$ 

1,734.00 

1946  Real  Estate 

Outstanding 

Cash  to  Treas, 

? 

8,070.52 

1-1,  ’47 

? 

9,231.12  Abatements 

255.47 

Journal  Debit 

3.76  Outstanding 

908.89 

? 

9,234.88 

? 

9,234.88 

1946  Personal  Property 

Outstanding 

Cash  to  Treas. 

? 

266.70 

1-1,  ’47 

? 

570.11  Abatements 

75.88 

Journal  Debit 

31.96  Outstanding 

259.49 

$ 

602.07 

? 

602.07 

1946  Poll 

Outstanding 

Cash  to  Treas. 

$ 

28.00 

1-1,  ’47 

$ 

32.00  Abatements 

6.00 

Journal  Debit 

2.00 

$ 

34.00 

? 

34.00 

1946  Excise 

Outstanding 

Cash  to  Treas. 

? 

335.91 

1-1,  ’47 

$ 

384.63  Abatements 

69.76 

Commitments 

20.05  Outstanding 

2.00 

Refunds 

2.83 

Journal  Debit 

.16 

$ 

407.67 

? 

407.67 
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1945  Real  Estate 


Outstanding 

1-1,  ’47 

Cash  to  Treas. 
1,281.75  Abatements 

Tax  Title 

$ 

1,121.26 

152.93 

7.56 

T 

? 

1,281.75 

? 

1,281.75 

1945  Personal  Property 

Outstanding 
1-1,  ’47 

Cash  to  Treas. 
186.74  Abatements 

$ 

170.20 

16.54 

? 

186.74 

? 

186.74 

1945  Excise 

Outstanding 
1-1,  ’47 

$ 

Cash  to  Treas. 
30.60  Abatements 

$ 

21.62 

8.98 

$ 

30.60 

$ 

30.60 

1945  Poll 

Outstanding 
1-1,  ’47 

? 

Cash  to  Treas. 
6.00  Abatements 

$ 

4.00 

2.00 

? 

6.00 

? 

6.00 

. 

1944  Personal  Property 

Outstanding 
1-1,  ’47 

? 

Cash  to  Treas. 

13.33 

$ 

13.33 

$ 

13.33 

? 

13.33 

1944  Real  Estate 

u 

Outstanding 
1-1,  ’47 
Refunds 

? 

Tax  Title 

5.82 

1.92 

$ 

7.74 

$ 


7.74 


7.74 
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THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
DEPARTMENT  OF  CORPORATIONS  AND  TAXATION 

DIVISION  OF  ACCOUNTS 
STATE  HOUSE,  BOSTON  33 

February  4,  1948 

•  '•  J  •  1  ■'  vA  V  •  •  It  .  .  ^  "  *  •  V/  .  , 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen 

Mr.  Kenneth  E.  Haskell,  Chairman 
Merrimac,  Massachusetts 

:  !-  v  “  •  -  j*  i- 

Gentlemen: 


I  submit  herewith  my  report  of  an  audit  of  the  books 
and  accounts  of  the  town  of  Merrimac  for  the  period  from 
December  13,  1946  to  November  30,  1947,  made  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  44,  General  Laws. 
This  is  in  the  form  of  a  report  made  to  me  by  Mr.  Herman 
B.  Dine,  Assistant  Director  of  Accounts. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Francis  X.  Lang, 

Director  of  Accounts 

FXLrEV 


Mr.  Francis  X.  Lang 
Director  of  Accounts 

Department  of  Corporations  and  Taxation 
State  House,  Boston 

Sir: 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  made  an 
audit  of  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  town  of  Merrimac 
for  the  period  from  December  13,  1946,  the  date  of  the 
previous  examination,  to  November  30,  1947,  the  follow¬ 
ing  report  being  submitted  thereon: 

The  financial  transactions  as  shown  on  the  books  of 
the  several  departments  receiving  or  disbursing  money  for 


:S8 
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'the  town  or  committing  bills  for  collection  were  examined, 
f  checked,  and  verified  by  comparison  with  the  books  of  the 
■town  accountant  and  the  treasurer. 

The  town  accountant’s  ledger  accounts  were  analyzed 
and  checked  in  detail.  The  receipts,  as  recorded,  were 
f  checked  with  the  treasurer’s  books,  while  the  recorded 
payments  were  compared  with  the  treasurer’s  cash  book, 
with  the  treasury  warrants,  and  with  the  approved  bills 
and  payrolls  on  file.  The  appropriations  and  transfers, 
as  entered,  were  checked  with  the  town  clerk’s  record  of 
town  meetings  and  with  the  finance  committee’s  records 
of  transfers  authorized  from  the  reserve  fund. 

A  trial  balance  was  taken  off  proving  the  accounts 
to  be  in  balance,  and  a  balance  sheet,  which  is  appended 
to  this  report,  was  prepared  showing  the  financial  condi- 
vtion  of  the  town  as  of  November  30,  1947. 

The  books  and  accounts  of  the  town  treasurer  were 
examined  and  checked.  The  cash  book  additions  were 
verified,  the  recorded  rceipts  were  compared  with  the  ac¬ 
countant’s  books,  with  the  records  of  the  several  depart¬ 
ments  collecting  money  for  the  town,  and  with  other 
sources  from  which  money  is  paid  into  the  town  treasury. 
The  recorded  payments  were  checked  with  the  select¬ 
men’s  warrants  authorizing  the  treasurer  to  disburse  town 
:funds  and  with  the  accountan’t  ledger. 

The  cash  balance  on  November  30,  1947  was  proved 
by  reconciliation  of  the  bank  balance  with  a  statement 
furnished  by  the  bank  of  deposit  and  by  verification  of  the 
cash  in  the  office. 

The  transactions  of  the  several  trust  and  investment 
funds  in  the  custody  of  the  town  treasurer  were  verified, 
and  the  securities  and  savings  bank  books  representing 
the  investment  of  these  funds  were  personally  examined 
-and  listed. 

The  records  of  tax  titles  and  tax  possessions  held  by 
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the  town  were  examined  and  checked  in  detail.  The 
amounts  added  to  the  tax  title  account  were  compared 
with  the  tax  collector’s  records  and  the  accountant’s  books, 
the  reported  redemptions  and  sales  were  checked  with  the 
treasurer’s  cash  book,  and  the  tax  titles  and  tax  posses¬ 
sions  on  hand  were  listed,  proved,  and  checked  with  the 
records  at  the  Registry  of  Deeds. 

The  records  of  payroll  deductions  on  account  of  fe¬ 
deral  taxes  were  examined,  listed,  and  proved  to  the  ac¬ 
countant’s  ledger  control. 

The  books  and  accounts  of  the  tax  collector  were  ex¬ 
amined  and  checked.  The  poll  and  property  taxes,  and 
motor  vehicle  and  trailer  excises  outstanding  according  to 
the  previous  examination,  as  well  as  all  subsequent  com¬ 
mitment  lists  were  audited  and  checked  to  the  warrants 
for  their  collection.  The  payments  to  the  treasurer  were 
checked  to  the  treasurer’s  cash  book,  the  recorded  abate¬ 
ments  were  compared  with  the  assessor’s  records  of  abate¬ 
ments  granted,  and  the  outstanding  accounts  were  listed 
and  reconciled  with  the  respective  ledger  accounts. 

The  financial  records  of  the  town  clerk  were  examined 
and  checked  in  detail.  The  collections  on  acount  of  dog 
and  sporting  licenses  issued  were  verified  and  compared 
with  the  payments  to  the  town  treasurer  and  to  the  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Fisheries  and  Game. 

The  surety  bonds  filed  by  the  several  town  officials 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties  were  examined 
and  found  to  be  in  proper  form. 

The  records  of  departmental  cash  collections  of  the 
board  of  selectmen,  the  sealer  of  weights  and  measures, 
the  health,  library,  and  cemetery  departments,  and  of  all 
other  departments  in  which  money  is  collected  for  the 
town,  were  examined  and  checked.  The  payments  to  the 
town  treasurer  were  verified  and  the  cash  on  hand  in  the 
several  departments  was  proved  by  actual  count. 
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The  books  and  accounts  of  the  electric  light  depart¬ 
ment  were  examined  and  checked.  The  charges  for  light, 
power,  and  miscellaneous  sales  were  totalled,  the  cash  re¬ 
ceipts  as  recorded  were  footed,  the  payments  to  the  trea¬ 
surer  and  discounts  were  verified,  and  the  outstanding 
accounts  were  listed  and  proved  to  the  accountant’s  books. 

The  records  of  consumer’s  deposits  were  examined 
and  checked,  the  deposits  and  refunds  being  verified.  The 
deposits  on  hand  were  listed  and  reconciled  with  the  con¬ 
trolling  accounts  in  the  ledger. 

The  records  of  the  water  department  were  examined 
and  checked.  The  commitments  lists  were  analyzed,  the 
abatements  were  checked,  the  payments  to  the  treasurer 
were  verified,  and  the  outstanding  accounts  were  listed 
and  proved. 

i  ’  *  *  *.  j 

Further  verification  of  the  outstanding  tax,  motor  ve¬ 
hicle  and  trailer  excise,  departmental,  electric  light  and 
water  accounts  was  made  by  mailing  notices  to  a  number 
of  persons  whose  names  appeared  on  the  books  as  owing 
money  to  the  town,  the  replies  received  thereto  indicating 
that  the  outstanding  accounts,  as  listed,  are  correct. 

In  addition  to  the  balance  sheet  previously  mentioned, 
there  are  appended  to  this  report  tables  showing  a  recon¬ 
ciliation  of  the  treasurer’s  cash,  together  with  summaries 
of  the  tax,  motor  vehicle  and  trailer  excise,  tax  title,  tax 
possession,  departmental,  electric  light,  and  water  ac¬ 
counts,  as  well  as  tables  showing  the  trust  and  investment 
fund  transactions. 

For  the  cooperation  received  from  all  the  town  offi¬ 
cials  during  the  progress  of  the  audit,  I  wish,  on  behalf  of 
my  assistants  and  for  myself,  to  express  appreciation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Herman  B.  Dine, 

Assistant  Director  of  Accounts. 
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- $  4,492.03  Aid  to  Dependent  Children: 

Departmental:  Aid,  . $  345.81 

Temporary  Aid  . $  1,370.49  Administration,  .  206.50 

Old  Age  Assistance  .  855.74  Old  Age  Assistance: 

- $  2,226.23  Assistance,  .  3,937.51 
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WARRANT  FOR  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 


Essex,  ss 

To  Edward  J.  O’Keefe,  one  of  the  Constables  of  the 
Town  of  Merrimac: 

Greeting: 

\ 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
you  are  hereby  required  to  notify  and  warn  the  legal  voters 
of  the  Town  of  Merrimac  to  most  in  Sargent  Hall  on 

MONDAY,  MARCH  1,  1948 

at  five  forty-five  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  to  act  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  articles,  namely: 

i 

Article  1.  To  elect  a  Moderator  for  one  year,  Town 
Clerk  for  one  year,  three  Selectmen  for  one  year,  three 
Members  of  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare  for  one 
year,  one  Assessor  for  three  years,  Treasurer  for  one  year, 
one  Member  of  the  School  Committee  for  three  years,  one 
Trustee  of  Cemeteries  for  three  years, two  Trustees  of  Pub¬ 
lic  Library  for  three  years,  one  Trustee  of  Kimball  Park 
for  three  years,  one  Commissioner  of  Playground  for  five 
years,  one  Commissioner  of  Municipal  Light  for  three 
years,  one  Water  Commissioner  for  three  years,  three  Con¬ 
stables  for  one  year,  three  Surveyors  of  Lumber  and  Mea¬ 
surers  of  Wood  and  Bark  for  one  year,  and  a  Tree  Warden 
for  one  year. 

In  voting  under  this  article  the  polls  may  be  closed  not 
earlier  than  four  o’clock  P.  M. 

Article  2.  To  fix  the  compensation  of  the  Collector 
of  Taxes. 

Article  3.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  fix  the 
salary  and  compensation  of  all  elective  officers  of  the  Town 
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as  provided  by  section  108  of  chapter  41,  General  Laws, 
as  amended;  Moderator,  Town  Clerk,  three  Selectmen, 
three  Members  of  the  Bosrd  of  Public  Welfare,  three  As¬ 
sessors,  Treasurer,  three  Members  of  the  School  Commit¬ 
tee,  Tax  Collector,  Tree  Warden,  three  Commissioners  of 
Municipal  Light,  three  Water  Commissioners  and  raise 
and  appropriate  sums  of  money  therefor. 

Article  4.  To  determine  what  sums  of  money  shall 
be  raised  to  defray  the  necessary  and  usual  charges  and 
expenses  of  the  Town  for  the  year  1948  and  make  appro¬ 
priations  for  same. 

% 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appro¬ 
priate  the  sum  of  Eighteen  Hundred  dollars  ($1,800.00) 
for  the  maintenance  of  Road  Machinery  to  keep  Road 
Machinery  in  operation,  said  amount  to  be  transferred 
from  the  Road  Machinery  Fund. 

Article  6.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize 
the  Town  Treasurer  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen, 
to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time  in  anticipation  of  the 
Revenue  of  the  financial  year  beginning  January  1,  1949 
and  to  issue  a  note  or  notes  therefor,  payable  within  one 
year,  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for 
a  period  of  less  than  one  year  in  accordance  with  Section 
17,  Chapter  44,  General  Laws. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  Six  Hundred  Dollars  ($600.00) 
said  sum  to  be  paid  as  salary  to  the  Board  of  Old  Age  As¬ 
sistance,  whose  members  may  or  may  not  be  members  of 
the  Board  of  Public  Welfare,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Playground  Commission  to  be  used  at  their  discre- 


96 


MERRIMAC  TOWN  REPORT 


tion  on  the  playground  during  the  current  year. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize 
the  Town  Treasurer  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen  to 
sell  at  public  auction,  after  first  giving  notice  of  the  time 
and  place  of  sale  by  posting  such  notice  of  sale  in  some 
convenient  and  public  place  in  the  Town  fourteen  days  at 
least  before  the  sale,  property  heretofore  taken  or  which 
may  be  taken  by  the  Town  under  Tax  Title  procedure,  pro¬ 
vided  that  the  Town  Treasurer  with  the  approval  of  the 
Selectmen  or  their  authorized  agent  may  at  the  time  of  such 
public  auction  reject  any  bid  which  they  may  deem  inade¬ 
quate,  or  may  after  such  auction  has  been  held  sell  such 
property  provided  that  in  their  estimation  an  adequate 
offer  may  be  made. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  be  used  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  the  Selectmen  for  any  necessary  repairs  to  Tax 
Title  Possessions  or  other  expense  of  same. 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  Five  Hundred  Dollars  ($500.00) 
to  be  expended  on  highway  work  on  thickly  settled  streets. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  Two  Hundred  Fifty  Dollars 
($250.00)  for  the  Board  of  Registrars  Expense  under  Chap¬ 
ter  427  and  Chapter  440  of  Acts  and  Resolves  of  the 
General  Court  for  the  year  1938,  said  appropriation  being 
made  for  the  year  1948. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  Three  Hundred  Tv  enty  Dollars 
($320.00)  from  the  sale  of  Cemetery  lots,  such  sum  or  part 
thereof,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Ceme¬ 
tery  Trustees  for  the  “care,  improvement  and  embellish- 
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ment”  of  said  Oemetery,  according  to  Section  15  and  sec¬ 
tion  25  of  Chapter  114  of  the  General  Laws. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appro¬ 
priate  the  sum  of  Eleven  Hundred  Eight  Dollars  and 
Thirty  Cents  ($1,108.30)  from  the  Electric  Light  operat¬ 
ing  balance,  to  be  used  by  the  Assessors  with  the  estimated 
receipts  to  fix  the  tax  rate  for  the  year  1948. 

( 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to  meet  such  legal 
expenses  as  may  occur  due  to  suits  against  the  town,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available 
funds  in  the  treasury  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  90, 
Highway  Construction  or  Maintenance  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Article  17.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to  make  necessary 
repairs  in  or  on  or  around  the  town  hall  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Article  18.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize 
the  Assessors  to  use  a  sum  of  money  not  to  exceed  Ten 
Thousand  Dollars  ($10,000.00)  from  free  cash  in  the  trea¬ 
sure  toward  the  reduction  of  the  1948  tax  rate. 

%/ 

Article  19.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  or  transfer  from  unappropriated  available 
funds  in  the  treasury  a  sum  of  money  for  Chapter  81  and 
Highway  Construction  or  Maintenance,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Article  20.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise 
and  appropriate  the  sum  of  Two  Hundred  Fifty  Dollars 
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'($250.00)  to  pay  the  salary  of  the  Veterans  Service  Offi¬ 
cer. 


Article  21.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise 
:and  appropriate  the  sum  of  Two  Hundred  Fifty  Dollars 
($250.00)  for  Expenses  of  the  Veterans  Service  Officer. 

Article  22.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  that  all  Town 
Offices  remain  closed  Saturdays  during  the  months  of  July 
and  August,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter 
265  Acts  of  1947. 

*  • 

Article  23.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
•  appropriate  tbei  sum  of  Fourteen  Hundred  Ninety  Dollars 
and  Eighty  Cents  ($1,490.80)  said  sum  to  be  paid  the  Essex 
County  Retirement  Board  for  various  funds  of  the  Essex 
County  Retirement  System. 

Article  24.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appro¬ 
priate  the  sum  of  Thirty  Eight  Hundred  Ninety  One  Dol¬ 
lars  and  Twelve  Cents  ($3,891.12)  from  the  Water  Depart¬ 
ment  operating  balance,  to  be  used  by  the  Assessors  with 
the*  estimated  receipts  to  fix  the  tax  rate  for  the  year  1948. 

Article  25.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept 
Judkins  Court  for  a  distance  of  approximately  One  Hun¬ 
dred  Feet,  from  its  present  end  westerly,  with  its  present 
width  continued  to  new  end  as  accepted. 

Article  26.  On  petition  of  Harold  M.  Daniels  and 
others  to  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate 
the  sum  of  Four  Thousand  Dollars  ($4,000.00)  said  amount 
to  be  used  under  the  direction  of  the  Water  Commissioners 
to  extend  the  present  water  system  on  Winter  Street  from 
4i  point  in  front  of  the  residence  of  Clarence  Haynes,  nor^* 
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therly  along  Winter  Street  approximately  a  distance  of 
1,000  feet  to  a  point  in  fronl  of  the  residence  of  James  Hull, 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

* 


And  you  are  hereby  required  to  serve  this  warrant  by 
posting  attested  copies  thereof  in  seven  public  places  in 
said  Town  of  Merrimac,  at  least  seven  days  before  said 
time  of  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant 
with  your  doings  thereon  to  the  Town  Clerk  at  the  time  and 
place  of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Merrimac  this  19th  day  of 
January,  1948 


KENNETH  E.  HASKELL 
J.  ARTHUR  OLLIS 

RALPH  L.  BUZZELL 

Selectmen  of  Merrimac. 


A  true  copy:  Attest: 

EDWARD  J.  O’KEEFE,  Constable. 


By  virtue  of  the  above  warrant  to  me  directed, I  here¬ 
by  notify  and  warn  the  legal  voters  of  the  Town  of  Merri¬ 
mac  to  meet  at  the  time  and  place  and  for  the  purpose 
therein  expressed. 

EDWARD  J.  O’KEEFE,  Constable. 
Merrimac,  Mass.,  January  19,  1948. 
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VOTE  FOR  OFFICERS,  ANNUAL  ELECTION 

March  3,  1947 


Votes  Cast  (489  Men,  424  Women),  Total  913 
Moderator,  for  one  year: 

Clifford  R.  Howe,  5  Forest  Street  .  787 

Blanks  .  126 

Town  Clerk,  for  one  year, 

C.  Howard  Phillips,  48  Church  Street  .  782 

Blanks  . 131 

Selectmen,  for  one  year: 

Harris  R.  Bullerwell,  10  Merrimac  Square  300 

Ralph  L.  Buzzell,  63  School  Street  .  510 

Kenneth  E.  Haskell,  Highland  Road  670 

•J.  Arthur  Ollis,  37  East  Main  Street  .  599 

Clifford  A.  Wallace,  10  Green  Street  195 

Blanks  . 465 

Board  of  Public  Welfare,  for  one  year: 

Harriett  F.  Bigelow,  River  Road  .  665 

Hazen  M.  Emery,  15  Judkins  Court  .  743 

Ellen  M.  Wallace,  9  Central  Street  .  687 

Blanks  . 644 

Assessor,  for  three  years : 

George  B.  Crofut,  87  East  Main  Street  .  785 

Blanks  .  128 

Treasurer,  for  one  year: 

Roy  C.  Journeay,  10  Prospect  Street  .  773 

Blanks  .  14Q 

School  Committee,  for  two  years:  (To  fill  vacancy) 

Edwin  E.  Leidich,  36  West  Main  Street  .  620 

Blanks  .  293 
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School  Committee,  for  three  years: 

Louis  A.  Cyr,  22  West  Main  Street  .  338 

Howard  L.  DeLong,  7  Pine  Street  .  373 

Wallace  G.  Leighton,  West  Main  Street  .  164 

Blanks  .  38 

Trustee  of  Cemeteries,  for  three  years 

Clifton  V.  Bixby,  30  High  Street  .  701 

Blanks  .  212 

J 

Trustee  of  Kimball  Park,  for  three  years: 

Harris  R.  Bu  Her  well  .  1 

James  P.  Flynn  .  1 

John  L.  Hirst  .  4 

Arthur  D.  Lockwood  .  1 

Arnold  W.  Spofford  . 1 

Edson  C.  Walker  .  1 

Blanks  .  904 

Library  Trustees, for  three  years 

Barbara  N.  Adams,  100  Church  Street  .  657 

Isaiah  Chase,  Judkins  Court  . 665 

Blanks  .  510 

Light  Commissioner,  for  three  years 

Ulysses  N.  Corson,  West  Main  Street .  729 

Blanks  . 18£ 

Water  Commissioner,  for  three  years 

Ulysses  N.  Corson,  West  Main  Street  .  714 

Blanks  .  199 

Constables,  for  one  year: 

George  R.  Buzzell,  33  School  Street  . : .  730 

Edward  J.  O’Keefe,  5  Little’s  Court  .  693 

Alexander  M.  Sullivan,  26  Locus  Street  .  699 

Blanks  .  617 

Surveyors  of  Lumber  and  Measurers  of  Wood 
and  Bark,  for  one  year: 

Ralph  L.  Buzzell  .  2 

Samuel  C.  Doust  .  1 
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George  R.  Hoyt  .  3 

George  L.  Sargent  . . . . .  1 

Richard  E.  Sargent  . . . .  3 

Edson  C.  Walker  '. . 4 

Blanks  . . .  2725 

Tree  Warden,  for  one  year: 

Samuel  C.  Doust,  Highland  Road  .  699 

Blanks  . 214 

Playground  Commission,  for  two  years: 

(To  fill  vacancy) 

Bernard  A.  Morgan,  3  Prospect  Hill  . .  681 

Blanks  . 232 

Playground  Commission,  for  five  years: 

George  D.  Currier,  2  Prospect  Street  .  716 

Blanks  . 197 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE 

Town  of  Merrimac 

For  the  Year  Ending  December  31 

19  4  7 
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SCHOOL  REPORT 


In  accordance  with  custom  and  with  the  Acts  of  the 
General  Court,  1859,  Chapter  57,  we  herewith  submit  to 
you  the  77th  annual  printed  school  report. 

ANNIE  L.  TUCKER,  Chairman 
HOWARD  L.  DeLONG,  Secretary 
EDWIN  E.  LEIDICH, 

School  Committee 


SCHOOL  OFFICERS 

John  C.  Page,  Ed.  D.,  Superintendent  of  Schools 

Address:  West  Newbury  Tel.  W.  N.  52 

Margaret  R.  Sawyer,  Secretary 
Address:  Rye,  N.  H. 

Alexander  M.  Sullivan,  Supervisor  of  Attendance 
Address:  Locust  Street 

A.  Frances  Davis,  M.  D.,  School  Physician 
Address:  16  Main  Street 

Ramona  H.  Hewson,  R.  N.,  School  Nurse 
Address:  10  Woodland  Street 

J.  A.  Hawes,  D.  M.  D.,  Director  School  Dental  Clinic 
Address:  Merrimac 


SCHOOL  CALENDAR 
(Continued  from  1946  Town  Report) 

Winter  Term:  January  5,  1948  to  February  20,  1948. 
Third  Term:  March  1,  1948  to  April  23,  1948. 
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Spring  Term:  May  3,  1948  to  June  18,  1948. 

(Elementary) 


Grade  8  Graduation,  Tuesday  evening,. 
June  22,  1948. 

High  School  Graduation,  Thursday  even¬ 
ing,  June  24,  1948. 


Fall  Term: 


September  7,  1948,  Registration  Day. 
September  8,  1948  to  December  17,  1948 
(Elementary) . 

September  8,  1948  to  December  22,  1943 
(High  School). 


Winter  Term: 

January  3,  1949  to  February  18,  1949. 
Schools  also  close  on  the  following  days:  Patriot’s  Day, 


April  19;  Memorial  Day  (Observed),  May 
31;  Essex  County  Teachers  Convention, 
November  5,  1948;  Armistice  Day,  Novem¬ 
ber  11;  Thanksgiving  recess,  November 
25  and  26. 


NO  SCHOOL  SIGNAL 


7  '15  A.  M.  11-11  long  pause  1.  No.  school  in  grades  only. 


7:15  A.  M.  11-11-11. 
11:20  A.  M.  Same  signal. 
12:30  P.  M.  Same  signal. 


No  schools  in  all  schools. 
One  session. 

No  school  in  afternoon. 


NO  SCHOOL  Announcement  will  also  be  made 
over  Stations  WHAV  and  WLAW  after  7:00 
o’clock  in  the  morning. 


DIRECTORY  OF  SCHOOL  STAFF,  OCTOBER  1947 
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Music  Teacher  Doris  M.  Currier  Institute  of  Music  Pedagogy  25.5 

Physical  Educational 
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MERRIMAC  SCHOOL  REPORT 


1947  FINANCIAL  SUMMARY 


Regular  school  appropriation  $46,500.00 

Refunded  dog  tax  323.63 

Returned  check  2.t)0 


Total  available  for  schools  $46,825.63 

Total  expenditures  45,985.77 


Balance  $  839.86 

Reimbursements : 

Supt.  Schools  (still  due)  $  483.33 

General  School  Fund,  Part  1  4,352.00 

General  School  Fund,  Part  2  3,537.08 

Chapter  679,  Acts  of  1947  662.50 

Tuition  &  Transp.  State  Wards  366.92 

Tuition  local  schools  30.00 

All  other  5.00 


Total  expenditures 
Total  reimbursements 


$  9,436.83 

$45,985.77 

9,436.83 


Total  from  taxation  in  1947 

Summary  of  Expenditures: 

General  Control 

School  committee  expenses 
Supt.  Schools’  salary 
Secretary’s  salary 
Travel  expense  &  office  costs 
Law  enforcement 


$  36,548.94 


$  7.55 
1,050.00 
400.00 
230.73 
393.43 

-  $  2,081.71 


Cost  of  Instruction 

Regular  teachers  &  substitutes  $29,325.94 
Drawing,  music,  physical  ed. 

and  nature  study  teachers 
Text  books 


1,702.92 

677.73 
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Supplies 

Cost  of  Operation 
Janitors’  salaries 
Fuel 

Janitors’  supplies,  etc. 

Maintenance 
H.  S.  Athletics 
Libraries 
Health 

Transportation 

Equipment 

Miscellaneous 


1,538.50 

-  $33,245.09 

$  1,896.00 

2,444.48 
270.29 

- $  4,610.77 

1,606.96 

238.05 

28.27 

840.63 

2,543.50 

704.41 

86.38 


$  45,985.77 


1948  FINANCIAL  ESTIMATES 


General  Control 

School  committee  expenses  $  25.00 

Supt.  Schools’  salary  1,100.00 

Secretary’s  salary  425.00 

Travel  expense  &  office  costs  225.00 

Law  enforcement  300.00 

- $2,075.00 


Cost  of  Instruction 

Regular  teachers  &  substitutes 
Drawing,  music,  physical  ed. 

and  nature  study  teachers 
Text  books 
Supplies 


$31,500.00 

2,050.00 

800.00 

1,500.00 


$35,850.00 


Cost  of  Operation 

Janitors’  salaries  $  2,150.00 

Fuel  2,500.00 

Janitors’  supplies,  etc.  300.00 


4,950.00 
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Maintenance 

1,000.00 

H.  S.  Athletics 

200.00 

Libraries 

100.00 

Health 

1,075.00 

Transportation 

2,575.00 

Equipment 

400.00 

Miscellaneous 

75.00 

? 

48,300.00 

Estimated  Reimbursements: 

Supt.  Schools  $ 

483.33 

General  School  Fund,  Part  1 

4,290.00 

General  School  Fund,  Part  2 

3,334.19 

(Probably  less) 

Chapter  679,  Acts  of  1947 

538.50 

Tuition  &  Transp.  State  Wards. 

400.00 

- 

? 

9,046.02 

Estimated  expenditures  in  1948 

$ 

48,300.00 

Estimated  reimbursements  in  1948 

9,046.02 

Estimated  total  from  taxation  in 

1948  $ 

39,253.98 

REIMBURSEMENTS 

Chapter  679  of  the  Acts  of  1947  distributes  to  the 
towns  and  cities  for  this  year  an  added  million  dollars  for 
transportation  reimbursement.  Claims  were  filed  by  the 
school  department  for  the  transportation  cost  of  all  child¬ 
ren  who  had  averaged  to  ride  a  mile  and  a  half  each  way 
each  school  day.  The  transportation  cost  out  of  local 
taxes  is  five  dollars  for  each  child  in  net  average  member¬ 
ship  during  the  school  year  ending  in  June,  1947.  The 
added  reimbursement  for  Merrimac’s  claim  is  $662.50; 
some  of  the  General  School  Fund,  Part  II,  annually  claimed 
by  Merrimac’s  school  department,  has  already  been  for 
transportation. 


MERRIMAC  SCHOOL  REPORT 


9 


Reimbursements  for  teachers'  salaries  did  not  fare  so 
well  in  Massachusetts  during  1947  as  transportation;  in 
fact,  it  failed  altogether,  but  bills  for  teacher  salary  re¬ 
imbursements  to  the  towns  were  passed  in  neighboring 
states  and  must  come  soon  in  Massachusetts.  Another  bill 
has  been  drawn  up  and  is  being  sponsored  by  an  active 

organization  called  the  Massachusetts  Association  for  Ade- 

y  v  « 

quate  State  Financing  of  Public  Schools.  This  organization 
is  affiliated  with  the  Massachusetts  Teachers  Federation, 
the  Massachusetts  Association  of  School  Committees,  the 
Massachusetts  Parent-Teacher  Association,  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Association  of  School  Superintendents,  and  many 
other  professional  and  lay  groups  interested  in  public  edu¬ 
cation  in  Massachusetts.  The  bill,  known  as  Senate  164, 
has  been  filed  for  the  1948  session  of  legislature  by  Sena¬ 
tor  Ralph  C.  Mahar,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Edu¬ 
cation  in  the  Senate.  Its  purpose  is  to  increase  state  aid 
from  the  present  figure  of  about  six  million  to  about 
twenty-eight  and  a  half  million.  If  this  bill  fails, — and 
it  may, — another  is  likely  to  be  presented  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  legislature.  An  excerpt  from  the  report  of  the 
1947  Massachusetts  Recess  Commission  on  Education 
(House  1899)  says, — “By  1945  the  state’s  share  in  support 
of  public  schools  amounted  to  under  9  %  of  the  total  cost. 
Viewed  from  any  angle,  this  is  meager  fiscal  evidence  of 
the  state  educational  responsibility.  Twenty-eight  of  the 
48  states  furnished  from  state  sources  anywhere  from 
30%  to  92%  of  the  total  school  revenues,  while  for  the 
country  as  a  whole  approximately  30  %  of  the  school  re¬ 
venue  came  from  the  state  government.” 

The  National  Education  Association,  warning  that  a 
grave  crisis  is  facing  the  United  States,  is  sponsoring  a  bill 

for  reimbursing  states  from  federal  funds  in  proportion  to 
the  ability  of  each  state  to  maintain  education  at  a  proper 
level.  The  bill  asks  for  three  hundred  million, —  an  esti¬ 
mated  $4,160,000  of  which  would  go  annually  to  the  state 
of  Massachusetts. 
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CONTINUED  TEACHER  SHORTAGE 

The  teacher  shortage  continues,  with  no  relief  in  sight, 
and  the  value  of  the  dollar  continues  to  decrease.  In 
October,  1947,  the  Massachusetts  teacher  shortage  was 
about  300.  Enrollments  in  teacher  colleges  are  not  satis¬ 
factory.  Senior  pupils  in  teacher  colleges  are  given  con¬ 
tracts  before  they  graduate  at  figures  exceeding  the  maxi¬ 
mum  paid  in  Merrimac  to  teachers  of  years  of  experience. 
Research  Bulletin  E16-III  of  the  Massachusetts  Teachers 
Federation,  released  December  12,  1947,  gives  the  median 
(measured  middle)  elementary  women  classroom  teachers 
salary  in  the  reporting  103  Massachusetts  small  towns 
which  run  their  own  high  schools  as  between  $2,000  and 
$2,100  in  October,  1947,  and  the  same  figure  for  the  state 
as  a  whole  (E  16)  between  $2,400  and  $2,500  (high  school 
men  classroom  teachers  between  $3,300  and  $3,400, — 
women  between  $2,300  and  $2,400).  Merrimac  class¬ 
room  salaries  at  the  new  and  higher  scale  adopted  in  1947 
and  retroactive  to  January  1,  1947,  start  at  $1,500  for 
teachers  without  degrees,  with  $100  increase  annually  for 
four  steps.  $100  for  batchelor’s  degree.  $100  more  for 
master’s  degree.  Only  one  Merrimac  elementary  teacher 
now  receives  more  than  $1,900  |is  classroom  teacher. 

House  bill  254  for  1948  legislature  is  an  act  establish¬ 
ing  $2,400  as  the  minimum  salary  in  public  day  schools. 
This  is  the  figure  recommended  by  the  commissioner. 

Towns  in  this  district  which  do  not  run  their  own  high 
schools  were  notified  in  1947  that  tuition  rates  will  go  up 
sharply  beginning  January  1,  1948. 


COMPARISONS  OF  SCHOOL  COSTS 

According  to  the  figures  in  Research  Bulletin  E  9-II1 
of  the  Massachusetts  Teachers  Federation,  released  No¬ 
vember  20,  1947,  which  reported  on  103  towns  in  Merri- 
mac’s  group  which  run  their  own  small  high  schools,  the 
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percentage  of  total  Merrimac  local  tax  which  is  used  for 
the  schools  was  only  slightly  more  than  three  quarters 
(.769)  of  the  average  percentage  of  the  total  local  tax 
which  was  used  for  the  schools  in  the  103  towns  of  this 
group. 


UPWARD  TREND  OF  FIRST  GRADE  ENROLLMENTS 

The  birth  rate  per  thousand  in  Massachusetts  has, 
risen  from  14.7  to  21.3  since  1939.”  This  is  an  increase 
of  about  45%.  These  decimals,  applied  to  the  Merri¬ 
mac  population,  and  assuming  that  the  town  has  remained 
about  the  same  size,  would  mean  a  rise  of  expected  first 
grade  entrance  from  35  to  51,  except  that  such  figures 
should  be  applied  five  or  six  years  in  lag  because  of  the 
lapse  of  time  between  a  child's  birth  and  his  entrance  in 
school.  According  to  statistics  presented  to  the  Harvard 
Conference  for  Superintendents  on  July  29  and  30,  the 
national  trend  of  birth  rates  indicate  that  the  early  1950's 
will  show  50%  increase  in  lower  grade  enrollments.  In 
Merrimac  the  cumulative  enrollment  in  the  first  grade  for 
the  six-year  period  ending  in  1947  is  261,  while  that  for  the 
preceding  six  years  is  217, —  an  increase  of  more  than 
20%,  from  an  average  of  36.2  to  an  average  of  43.5. 


SPRING  PRE-SCHOOL  CLINIC  AND  REGISTRATION 

On  June  5th,  Merrimac  held  a  pre-school  clinic  and 
fall  registration  at  Centre  School.  There  was  a  state-wide 
movement  in  1947  to  have  pre-school  clinics  before  school 
closed  in  June,  and  on  the  same  day  to  have  the  child  re¬ 
gistered  for  the  opening  of  school  in  September.  This 
leaves  the  summer  free  for  the  parent  to  follow  up  in  case 
of  any  medical  findings,  and  to  make  definite  plans  for  en¬ 
tering  the  child  on  the  opening  day. 
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ENROLLMENT 

On  the  first  of  October  the  enrollment  of  Merrimac 
public  schools  was  392,  distributed  as  follows:  In  grades 
one  to  six  244,  in  grades  seven  and  eight  65,  in  grades  nine 
to  twelve  83.  Further  distribution  was —  Grade  I:  Mrs. 
Whiting  and  Mrs.  Davis  50,  Grade  II:  Mrs.  Manning  and 
Mrs.  Davis  46,  Grade  III:  Mrs.  Snow  38,  Grade  IV :  Mrs. 
Felch  32,  Grade  V:  Mrs.  Journeay  39,  Grade  VI:  Miss 
Burns  39,  Grade  VII:  Mrs.  Wolfe  26,  Grade  VIII:  Mrs. 
Shaheen  39.  In  the  High  School,  Grade  IX  28,  X  15,  XI 
23,  XII  17,  Mr.  Chase,  Miss  Phelan,  Mrs.  Halpern,  Mr. 
Patchett,  Mr.  Morrow. 


TEACHING  STAFF 

At  the  end  of  January,  1947,  Miss  Harriet  Shook  re¬ 
signed.  Her  place  was  taken  beginning  the  first  part  of 
February  by  Mrs.  Mae  Ethel  Davis  of  Amesbury.  Mrs. 
Davis,  a  graduate  of  Salem  Normal  School,  taught  fifteen 
years  in  Merrimac.  She  left  in  1934;  she  was  then  a 
teacher  of  the  lower  grades  at  Merrimacport. 

At  the  end  of  the  School  year  in  June,  Miss  Dorothy 
Kyros,  language  teacher  at  the  high  school,  resigned.  Her 
work  was  taken  over  by  Mr.  Isaiah  Chase,  principal.  Mr. 
Chases’  first  work  in  this  district  was  that  of  a  language 
teacher  at  Merrimac  High  School.  The  high  school  staff 
was  completed  by  the  transfer  of  Mr.  Edward  Morrow  as 
a  full-time  high  school  teacher;  he  was  also  continued  as 
high  school  athletic  coach  for  boys.  The  eighth  grade,  still 
in  a  classroom  at  the  high  school  building,  was  assigned  to 
Mrs.  Angeline  C.  Shaheen.  Mrs.  Shaheen’s  first  teaching 
in  this  district  was  in  classes  of  junior  high  school  grade. 
The  sixth  grade,  still  at  Prospect  Street  School  with  the 
seventh,  was  assigned  to  Miss  Mary  C.  Burns.  Miss  Burns 
was  also  made  acting  principal  of  the  Prospect  Street 
School.  At  the  Centre  School,  which  still  shelters  the  first 
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five  grades  only,  Mrs.  Miriam  M.  Felch  was  assigned  to  the 
fourth  grade  and  Mrs.  Davis  to  part  of  the  first  grade  and 
part  of  the  second  grade.  Mrs.  Helen  K.  Manning  con¬ 
tinued  as  acting  principal  of  Centre  School  until  the  end 

•* 

of  November  when  she  resigned  the  administrative  duties 
but  continued  as  second  grade  teacher.  Mrs.  Angeline  C. 
Shaheen,  who  is  principal  on  tenure,  comes  to  the  Centre 
School  office  after  the  close  of  her  eighth  grade  duties, 
usually  at  about  two  o’clock. 

The  transfer  of  teachers,  after  the  resignation  of  Miss 

Kyros,  reduced  the  number  of  teachers  by  one. 

• 

The  state  returns  from  the  spring  clinic  (Dr.  Fiske  and 
Kirk)  held  under  Chapter  71,  Section  46,  did  not  show  a 
sufficient  number  of  mandated  cases  to  make  a  special 
class  necessary  at  the  Port  in  September. 

In  Conservation  and  Nature  Lore,  given  every  other 
Thursday  in  grade  five  under  the  auspices  of  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Audubon  Society,  Miss  Dorothy  Snyder  from  Pea¬ 
body  Museum,  Salem,  replaced  Mr.  John  V.  Dennis  in  the 
fall. 


In  the  music  department  Mrs.  Doris  M.  Currier  ar¬ 
ranged  for  instrumental  instruction  in  school  time  for  those 
whose  parents  desire  it,  in  the  hope  of  building  material 
for  a  Merrimac  school  orchestra.  Four  pupils  from  the 
sixth  grade,  one  from  the  seventh,  and  one  from  the  fourth 
report  for  violin  lessons.  One  or  two  others  are  planning 
to  start  soon.  Mrs.  Printon  of  Salisbury  is  the  instructor 
in  instrumental  music. 


GRADUATIONS 

On  Monday  evening,  June  16,  at  Sargent  Hall,  a  class 
of  32  pupils,  consisting  of  15  boys  and  17  girls,  graduated 
from  the  eighth  grade.  Four  were  on  the  high  honor  roll 
for  the  year:  Earl  Brooks,  Jr.,  Shirley  Kneeland,  Richard 
Taylor,  and  Phyllis  Weckezak;  eight  were  on  honor  roll 
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for  the  year:  Loretta  Bisson,  Shirley  Bunker,  Judythe 
Buzzell,  Juanita  Hardy,  Patricia  Lambert,  Sally  Lund, 
Louise  Sanborn,  and  Lois  Sloban.  The  diplomas  were  pre¬ 
sented  by  Mr.  Edwin  E.  Leidich  The  class  gift,  a  globe, 
was  presented  by  Lois  Sloban  and  accepted  by  Charlotte 
Powers.  A  feature  of  the  graduation  was  a  Class  Song 
written  by  a  class  committee  and  adapted  to  the  music  of 
an  old  folk  song. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  June  18,  at  Sargent  Hall,  a 
class  of  12  pupils,  consisting  of  6  boys  and  6  girls,  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  Merrimac  High  School.  The  valedictory  was. 
by  Evelyn  Nichol  and  the  salutatory  by  Onni  Mustonen. 
Diplomas  were  presented  by  Mrs.  Annie  L.  Tucker.  Other 
data  will  be  found  in  the  principal’s  report. 


GENERAL  SCHOOL  NOTES 

On  February  5  the  Haverhill  Camp  of  Gideons  gave 
a  bible  to  each  teacher  and  pupil  in  school  from  grade  five 
through  the  high  school.  The  presentations  were  by  Mr. 
Gordon  McCarron,  President  of  the  Boston  Camp,  and  Mr. 
Frank  Pond,  President  of  the  Haverhill  Camp.  Permis¬ 
sion,  by  vote  of  the  Merrimac  School  Committee,  had  been 
obtained  by  the  secretary  of  the  Haverhill  Camp,  Mr. 
Theodore  R.  Chase  of  Merrimac. 

On  March  3  the  Town  of  Merrimac  voted  not  to  res¬ 
cind  the  vote  for  the  new  consolidated  school. 

In  March,  due  to  a  country-wide  outbreak  here  and 
there  of  diptheria,  the  immunization  of  pupils  was  re¬ 
checked.  For  those  children  whose  parents  signed  the 
request  slips  that  were  sent  home,  “booster”  inoculations 
were  given.  Above  the  sixth  grade  the  Schick  test  was 
available. 

The  annual  standardized  achievement  tests  were  given 
on  May  15  in  the  various  school  subjects  for  all  pupils 
from  grade  two  to  eight  inclusive.  In  high  school  the 
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Iowa  Tests  of  Educational  Development  were  given  again. 
In  the  fall,  teachers  throughout  the  grades  were  given 
sheets  showing  how  each  subject  in  the  classes  they  were 
starting  stood  in  respect  to  the  national  median  of  achieve- 
ment,  and  what  the  normal  time  allotments  were.  These 
facts  indicated  which  subjects  in  their  grades  needed  the 
most  attention  and  which  should  therefore  be  given  some¬ 
what  more  than  the  average  amount  of  time  which  would 
normally  be  allotted  to  that  subject  in  that  grade. 

On  May  29,  at  Sargent  Hall,  pupils  of  all  grades 
united  for  the  usual  participation  in  Memorial  Day  exer¬ 
cises.  In  the  place  of  a  speaker  there  was  a  motion  picture 
on  the  history  and  development  of  America. 

In  October  a  survey  was  made,  covering  the  past  five 
years  of  the  elementary  schools  and  their  teaching  person¬ 
nel,  through  a  detailed  questionnaire  sent  to  the  superin¬ 
tendent  by  the  state  department. 

On  October  21,  at  Spalding  School,  Salisbury,  the 
teachers  of  Merrimac,  Newbury,  Salisbury  and  West  New¬ 
bury  met  at  2  o’clock  for  a  Symposium  on  Spelling.  Miss 
Burns  led  the  discussion  on  “Kinds  of  Spelling  Knowledge,” 
Mrs.  Manning  on  “Attitudes  and  Habits  in  Learning  Spel¬ 
ling,”  and  Mrs.  Shaheen  on  “Individual  Study  and  Testing.” 
Mr.  Patchett  was  elected  Vice-President  of  the  Weneme- 
sane  Club,  a  group  affiliated  with  the  Massachusetts  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Teachers  and  comprising  the  teachers  of  the 
four  towns. 

On  October  22,  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  the  Free¬ 
dom  Train  to  Haverhill,  children  were  excused  from  school 
to  go  through  the  train,  if  the  parent  so  requested  in  writ¬ 
ing.  About  150  pupils  and  teachers  went  by  special  buses 
of  the  Massachusetts  Northeastern.  The  P.  T.  A.  and 
First  National  Bank  generously  sponsored  whatever  trans¬ 
portation  deficit  was  left  for  the  special  buses  after  the 
pupil  fares. 
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On  the  morning  of  November  13  Inspector  William 
F.  Higgins  from  the  Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles  showed 
films  and  gave  talks  on  safety  on  the  highways.  The  first 
group,  at  nine  o’clock  at  Sargent  Hall,  comprised  grades 
one  to  seven.  The  second  group,  with  a  different  film,  for 
grades  eight  to  twelve,  was  at  the  High  School. 

V 

Throughout  1947  Type  “C”  milk  program  of  the  Com¬ 
munity  School  Lunch  was  continued,  that  is,  papers  were 
-again  filed  and  the  program  renewed  for  Centre,  Prospect, 
and  High  under  the  fall  state  reorganization.  Under  this 
program  the  state  pays  two  cents  a  half-pint  bottle,  after 
detailed  claims  have  been  filed.  The  child  pays  the  differ¬ 
ence.  It  should  be  called  again  to  the  attention  of  parents 
that,  at  the  lower  subsidized  price,  milk  should  be  ordered 
for  the  pupil  by  the  week,  or  the  dealer  may  be  the  loser. 

Parental  interest  continued  during  the  year  in  relig¬ 
ious  instruction  under  the  conditions  of  Chapter  423  of  the 
Acts  of  1941.  The  Church  of  the  Nativity  reorganized 
classes  from  Grades  3  through  8.  Under  the  statute,  pupils 
whose  parents  request  it  in  writing  are  excused  from  school 
one  hour  each  week  for  religious  instruction.  In  the  fall, 
109  attended  classes.  By  grades  the  total  registration  for 
the  town  in  all  denominations  was:  Grade  III  5,  IV  19, 
V  26,  VI  29,  VII  20,  VIII  10.  The  groups  from  grades  four 
through  seven,  that  meet  at  the  First  Baptist  Church  vestry, 
were  taught  by  Mrs.  L.  F.  Powers.  All  classes  are  held  on 
Mondays,  with  a  scheduled  hour  for  each  grade.  There 
are  classes  from  9.15  a.  m.  to  2.15  p.  m. 

At  the  Centre  School  in  the  fall  there  was  a  shift  of 
grade  rooms  to  keep  the  beginning  groups  compactly  toge¬ 
ther  and  to  adjust  the  size  of  class  to  size  of  room.  On  the 
first  floor,  from  School  Street,  front  to  rear,  the  order  was 
Grade  two,  grades  one  and  two  (overflow),  grade  one,  on 
the  second  floor,  in  same  order,  it  was  Grade  three,  grade 
five,  grade  four.  Throughout  the  year  there  were  so  many 
special  features  that  any  mention  must  be  random  samp- 
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lings,  such  as  The  Friendly  Village  project  in  the  spring 
in  grade  two,  the  blackboard  color-chalk  drawings  by 
Mrs.  Felch  of  rabbit  groups  at  Easter  and  of  the  Star  of 
Bethlehem  scene  at  Christmas  time,  and  the  geography 
radio  program  (Seeing  America)  of  fifth  grade  at  9.15 
on  Tuesdays. 

The  pupils’  T.  B.  Seal  Sales,  for  helping  the  county 
campaign  against  tuberculosis,  amounted  to  $15.91. 

High  school  extra-curriculum  activities  were  varied: 
they  were  social  (such  as  the  junior  reception  to  seniors 
at  Sargent  Hall  on  May  10),  dramatic  (such  as  “The 
Singing  Ghost”  at  Grange  Hall  on  December  4),  athletics 
both  for  the  boys  and  girls,  and  other  features  which  Mr. 
Chase  will  report  upon.  An  athletic  feature  during  the 
year  was  the  basketball  meet  at  Boston  Garden  with  the 
team  from  Hanover,  Massachusetts,  on  December  12,  the 
transportation  for  which  was  arranged  through  the 
Boosters’  Club. 

School  equipment  added  during  the  year  included  a 
Bioscope  for  projecting  magnified  objects  on  a  screen  in 
science  work,  and  a  Rex-O-Graph,  a  spirit  duplicating 
machine. 

Maintenance  items  during  1947  included,  at  Centre 
School,  the  repainting  of  the  middle  and  rear  rooms  of  the 
first  floor  and  the  installation  of  a  hand  rail  on  the  rear 
cement  steps,  at  Prospect  Street  School  the  repair  of  the 
piazza  and  its  hand  rails,  as  w>ell  as  the  hand  rails  to  the 
basement,  and  at  the  High  School  the  installation  in  the 
lower  corridor  of  a  smoke  screen  with  double-acting  doors. 
There  were  many  minor  maintenance  items  such  as  the  re¬ 
pair  of  loose  ceilings  at  both  High  and  Centre  Schools. 

Mr.  Charles  Potter  retired  as  janitor  after  many  years 
of  service.  The  janitor  at  both  High  and  Centre  Schools 
beginning  Sept.  1,  1947,  has  been  Mr.  Russell  G.  Bowser. 


18 


MERRIMAC  SCHOOL  REPORT 


RETURN  OF  EMPLOYMENT  RESTRICTIONS  FOR 
CHILDREN  FOURTEEN  TO  SIXTEEN 

-Notification  from  the  state  department  terminated 
special  war-time  concessions  for  granting  of  permits  to 
minors  between  their  fourteenth  and  sixteenth  birthdays 
-for  longer  hours  for  certain  employment. 

“The  concessions  made  in  1943  covered  employment  in 
Bakeries,  Bowling  Alleys,  Drink  Dispensaries,  Department 
Stores,  Hospitals,  Launderies  and  Dry  Cleaners,  Motion 
Picture  Theaters,  Motor  Vehicle  Operators,  Parks  and 
Beaches,  Pharmacies,  Restaurants,  Retail  Grocery  Stores, 
Retail  Dry  Goods  Stores,  Shoe  Shine  Establishments,  and 
Tractor  Mowers.  Except  as  indicated  for  bowling  alley 
'employment  (6  hrs.  per  day,  6  days  per  week,  until  10 
IP.  M.)  no  employer  may  continue  to  employ  minors  under 
terms  of  emergency  suspension  statutes  after  September 
15,  1947,  even  on  authority  of  permits  granted  prior  to  that 
date.”  The  hours  now  revert  to  six  p.  m.  and  the  other 
limitations  of  the  original  statute. 


TRANSPORTATION 

On  the  first  of  October,  147  of  the  392  Merrimac 
public  school  pupils  (37.5%)  were  transported  regularly 
by  the  Massachusetts  Northeastern  Transportation  Com¬ 
pany.  128  pupils  rode  an  average  of  at  least  one  and  one- 
half  miles  each  way  each  school  day.  The  147  trans¬ 
ported  included  30  of  the  83  high  school  pupils,  22  of  the 
65  pupils  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades,  and  95  of  the 
244  pupils  in  the  first  six  grades.  From  Birchmeadow 
there  were  29,  from  Bear  Hill  and  Lake  Attitash  51,  and 
from  the  Port  67. 


VOCATIONAL 


In  the  fall  of  1947  six  boys  enrolled  for  vocational 
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training  at  the  Charles  W.  Arnold  Trade  School  in  Haver¬ 
hill.  Two  were  in  the  Sheet  Metal  Course,  one  in  the 
Electrical,  one  in  Printing,  and  two  in  the  General  Voca¬ 
tional.  The  tuition  of  trade  schools  goes  up  from  $170  to 
$200  a  year  beginning  January  1,  1948. 

In  the  fall  there  were  also  three  Merrimac  boys, 
including  two  veterans,  in  the  Essex  County  school  at 
Hathorne. 


PUTNAM  FUND 

In  the  fall  of*'! 947  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  Essex 
ss,  handed  down  the  findings  of  the  Master  in  No.  2426 
Equity  pertaining  to  the  future  disposition  of  the  funds 
left  at  the  disposal  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Putnam  Free 
School,  Newburyport.  After  long  litigation  the  funds 
were  set  up  for  scholarships,  not  to  exceed  $500  a  year, 
“in  recognized  colleges,  universities,  and  institutions  of 
learning  authorized  by  law  to  award  degrees”  *  *  *  “in 
awarding  scholarships,  institutions  be  selected  which  pro¬ 
vide  courses  in  English  and  in  mathematics  the  first  year, 
and  as  a  condition  of  the  award  the  student  be  required  to 
take  .first  year  English,  mathematics,  or  both”  *  *  *  and 
the  trustees  -  -  -  “give  preference  to  applicants  within 
the  area  from  which  attendance  at  the  Putnam  Free 
School,  when  it  operated,  was  largely  drawn,  viz.,  New¬ 
buryport,  Newbury,  West  Newbury,  Georgetown,  Rowley, 
Amesbury,  Merrimac,  Salisbury,  Groveland,  Boxford  and 
Topsfield.” 

In  setting  up  this  scholarship,  much  credit  is  due  to 
the  pleadings  of  Attorney  John  H.  O’Neil  of  Amesbury. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  NURSE 

Dr.  John  C.  Page,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  and 
Members  of  the  School  Committee. 
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My  report  is  herewith  submitted  dating  from  Jan¬ 
uary  1,  1947  to  December  31,  1947. 

Number  of  School  Visits  150 

Number  of  Home  Visits  63 

Number  of  Pupils  examined  by  Dr.  Davis 

(annual  physical  examination)  nurse  assisting  345 

The  Toixoid  Clinics  were  held  March  27th,  April  17th 
and  May  8th  at  the  Centre  School  under  the  direction  of 
Dr.  Davis  to  immunize  children  against  Diphtheria. 

Due  to  the  fact  there  had  been  a  dgath  in  the  district 
from  Diphtheria,  it  was  advocated  that  we  do  Schick  test¬ 
ing  and  also  give  Booster  doses  (one  inoculation)  of  toxoid 
to  those  having  been  immunized  previous  to  1945. 

The  Schick  test  was  given  to  pupils  above  the  sixth 
grade  through  High  School  (parent’s  consent)  on  March 
31st  at  the  High  School. 

Number  receiving  the  Schick  Test  98 

Number  of  Positive  Reactors  26 

The  pupils  having  a  Positive  Reaction  to  the  Schick 
test  were  then  given  the  opportunity  to  become  immunized 
with  toxoid  inoculations.  Several  of  the  teachers  as  well 
as  pupils  had  the  Schick  test  followed  by  toxoid  if  found, 
necessary. 

Number  receiving  Booster  doses  of  Toxoid  (one  dose)  132 

Number  of  Pre-School  Children  receiving 

Booster  doses  17 

Number  receiving  the  3  inoculations  of  Toxoid  to 

establish  an  immunity.  51 

The  Pre-School  Clinic  was  held  June  5th  at  the 
Centre  School  by  Dr.  Davis.  This  clinic  was  for  all  child¬ 
ren  who  would  be  entering  the  first  grade  in  September 
and  was  held  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  Physical  Exam¬ 
ination  to  each  child,  so  that  any  physical  defect  which 
was  found  could  be  corrected  during  the  summer  months. 
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These  children  were  registered  for  the  first  grade  by 
the  teachers  at  the  same  time  instead  of  having  Regis¬ 
tration  day  in  September. 

Number  attending  28 

The  Tuberculin  testing  clinic  was  held  at  the  High 
School  December  1st  ,  3rd,  5th,  8th,  l’Oth,  12th  and  15th. 
This  clinic  was  conducted  by  Dr.  Davis  and  was  for  all 
pupils  from  the  eighth  grade  through  High  School. 

Number  enrolled  in  the  school  125 

Number  tested  114 

Number  Positive  Reactors  11 

Those  pupils  having  a  Positive  reaction  to  the  test 
will  have  Chest  X-Rays,  sometime  in  January  at  the  High 

School. 

Respectfully  submitted 
RAMONA  H.  HEWSON,  R  .N. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  DENTAL  CLINIC 

From  January  9,  1947  to  June  11,  1947  the  fol¬ 
lowing  work  was  done  at  the  school  dental  clinic  under 
the  direction  of  Dr.  J.  A.  Hawes :- 


Cleanings  36 

Silver  fillings  245 

Porcelain  fillings  37 

Cement  fillings  26 

Extractions  58 


There  were  41  dental  certificates  given  to  pupils  that 
their  work  done  and  completed  at  the  clinic  between  the 
above  dates. 

From  September  10,  1947  to  December  17,  1947  the 
following  work  has  been  done  at  the  school  dental  clinic 
by  Dr.  Hawes:- 
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Examinations 

297 

Cleanings 

11 

Silver  fillings 

143 

Porcelain  fillings 

16 

Cement  fillings 

21 

Extractions 

26 

There  have  been  55  dental  certificates  given  to  pupils 
having  their  work  done  and  completed  during  this  period 
at  the  clinic. 

Respectfully  submitted 

CLARA  T.  ANDERSON, 
Dental  Assistant 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERVISOR  OF  ART 

Many  very  interesting  pictures,  and  useful  objects 
were  created  by  the  students  of  the  Merrimac  Schools, 
this  year,  as  they  applied  their  lessons  in  Design,  Color, 
Composition  and  Object  Drawing  to  the  various  projects 

assigned  to  them. 

Art  Portfolios,  P.  T.  A.  Posters,  silhouettes,  masks, 
and  Christmas  gifts  were  among  the  lessons  carried  out 
by  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades.  Poster  Paints,  water 
colors,  papier-masche,  and  colored  papers  were  used  by 
these  students. 

The  fifth  and  sixth  grades  designed  Animal  Posters, 
party  hats,  Art  Folders,  and  painted  with  water  colors, 
Tempera  Colors,  and  Textile  Paints. 

Grades  three  and  four  made  paper  Mosaics,  window 
decorations,  miniature  aquariums  and  Christmas  presents. 
They  drew  animals,  people,  houses  and  trees. 

Simplified  object  drawings,  repeat  patterns,  Christ¬ 
mas  presents,  a  Thanksgiving  sandtable  project  and  a 
mural  were  enthusiastically  made  by  the  first  and  second 
grade  children. 
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The  High  School  students  have  made  ash  trays,  belts, 
lawn  figures,  bracelets,  bowls  and  hot  mats  in  the  Handi¬ 
craft  Course. 

Such  materials  as  felt,  wood,  crepe  paper,  copper, 
aluminum  and  glass  were  used  in  this  course. 

EFFIE  KNAPP. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERVISOR  OF  ELEMENTARY 

PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 

The  Physical  Education  Program  for  the  town  of  Mer- 
rimac  is  being  conducted  the  same  as  last  year.  The  pro¬ 
gram  is  based  on  a  three-season  plan;  fall,  winter  and 
spring. 

Last  spring  the  girls  from  the  Prospect  School  played 
softball  with  the  West  Newbury  girls. 

This  fall  the  boys  of  the  Prospect  School  played  soccer 
against  the  West  Newbury  boys. 

In  the  winter  program  of  the  Prospect  School,  folk 
dances  were  taught  in  connection  with  a  musical  program 
given  by  Mrs.  Currier  last  spring. 

The  Centre  School  held  their  field  day  last  June.  Each 
grade  participated  in  a  race.  Prizes  were  awarded  to  the 
winners  in  each  grade.  The  games  consisted  of  three-leg¬ 
ged,  sack,  wheelbarrow,  and  relay  races. 

Respectfully  submitted 

MARY  E.  WALKER 


REPORT  OF  ACTING  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  PROSPECT 

STREET  SCHOOL 

Due  to  the  continued  overcrowded  conditions  at 
the  Centre  School  the  sixth  grade  was  again  placed  in  the 
Junior  High  School  building  on  Prospect  Street  with  Miss- 
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Burns  as  teacher  of  the  sixth  grade  and  Mrs.  Wolfe  as 
teacher  of  the  seventh  grade. 

On  October  1,  1947,  there  were  39  pupils  enrolled  in 
the  sixth  grade  and  26  pupils  in  the  seventh  grade  making 
a  total  enrollment  of  65  pupils. 

Since  September  the  regular  school  program  has  in¬ 
cluded  various  interesting  activities.  The  Friday  after¬ 
noon  assembly  programs,  organized  by  the  pupils,  have 
included  the  following  activities:  Spelling  Bees  between 
the  grades,  holiday  and  musical  programs,  and  an  educa¬ 
tional,  illustrated  travelogue  by  Mrs.  A.  Roy  Swenson. 
Under  the  leadership  of  the  class  officers  the  sixth  grade 
has  organized  a  Current  Events  club.  The  seventh  grade 
also  holds  weekly  class  meetings  with  their  officers,  in 
charge. 

At  the  Christmas  assembly,  during  which  a  program 
and  refreshments  were  enjoyed,  the  occasion  was  high¬ 
lighted  by  the  presentation  of  a  soceerball  and  a  football 
to  the  children. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  C.  BURNS 


REPORT  OF  THE  HIGH  SCHOOL  PRINCIPAL 

Dr.  John  C.  Page  and  Members  of  the  Merrimac 
School  Committee: 

On  October  1,  1947,  there  were  83  pupils  enrolled  in 
the  four  grades  of  the  high  school,  36  boys  and  47  girls. 
The  eighth  grade,  also  housed  in  the  building,  had  39 
pupils  enrolled,  24  boys  and  15  girls,  making  in  all  122 
pupils  in  the  building. 

The  resignation  of  Miss  Dorothy  Kyros,  effective  in 
September,  made  necessary  some  changes  in  the  teaching 
assignments.  Mr.  Edward  Morrow,  who  was  shifted  from 
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the  eighth  grade,  took  over  the  science  field  with  the  fresh¬ 
man  course  in  mathematics  and  sociology  along  with  his 
work  as  boys’  coach.  Miss  Isabelle  Phelan  resumed  all 
the  English  classes  and  continues  her  capable  coaching. 
Mr.  Chase  returned  to  the  foreign  languages  with  the 
advanced  algebra  course  added.  Spanish,  which  had  been 
added  to  the  curriculum  during  the  war,  was  dropped 
chiefly  because  it  was  elected  by  too  few  pupils  to  justify 
its  continuation.  A  sophomore  laboratory  course  in  bio¬ 
logy  was  added  to  fill  out  a  well  rounded  offering  in  the 
sciences. 

In  the  Spring  of  1947  the  Iowa  Survey  tests  were 
taken  by  the  high  school  pupils  as  a  follow-up  on  the  tests 
taken  in  the  previous  year.  These  tests  did  show  what 
the  principal  had  hoped  they  would:  namely,  a  definite 
improvement  in  scientific  knowledge,  especially  in  the 
lower  classes  where  the  revision  in  electives  and  pre¬ 
scribed  courses  was  in  effect.  A  further  improvement  can 
be  expected  as  a  result  of  the  increased  offering  described 
above. 

In  December  of  1947  a  new  duplicator  was  placed  in 
the  Commercial  Department,  purchased  by  the  School 
Committee  for  the  use  of  the  whole  school  system.  The 
Convenience  and  efficiency  of  this  machine,  especially 
for'  the  comparatively  short  runs  which  a  system  of  our 
size  usually  has,  makes  this  a  great  improvement  over 
the  mimeograph  which  has  had  a  long  and  hard  use  in 
the  past. 

Academic  courses  alone  in  any  school,  important  as 
they  are,  fall  far  short  of  filling  all  the  educational  needs 
of  the  average  high  school  student.  A  list  of  extra-cur¬ 
ricular  affairs  and  activities  offered  by  the  high  school  and 
directed  by  the  various  members  of  the  faculty  shows  how 
we  attempt  to  meet  many  of  these  needs:  tag  football, 
basketball,  and  baseball  for  the  boys;  basketball  and 
softball  for  the  girls;  cheerleading;  publication  of  a  year- 
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book  by  the  senior  class,  and  publication  of  a  school  paper 
at  stated  intervals;  the  New  York  trip  by  the  seniors;  the 
senior  play;  ‘‘Stunt  Night”  and  a  “Variety  Show;”  the 
Varsity  Club  and  the  Tri  Hi  Y  clubs  ;  visits  to  the  Free¬ 
dom  Train;  participation  in  the  State-wide  observance 
of  “Good  Government  Day;”  and  finally  the  Baccalureate 
and  Graduation  exercises  themselves.  Some  schools  pro¬ 
vide  for  participation  in  many  similar  activities  by  in¬ 
cluding  them  with  the  time  allotted  to  the  school  day.  In 
Merrimac  their  time  is  nearly  entirely  outside  of  the  reg¬ 
ular  school  hours.  Unless  the  school  day  should  be 
lengthened,  they  should,  remain  so ;  but  youngsters  should 
be  encouraged  by  their  parents  wherever  possible  to 
take  active  parts  in  these  social,  athletic,  and  extra-cur¬ 
ricular  affairs. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  Amesbury  high  school 
and  Merrimac  co-operated  in  the  observance  of  Good 
Government  Day  by  having  assemblies  in  the  two  schools- 
where  the  “candidates”  gave  campaign  speeches.  As 
a  result  of  the  voting  which  followed  the  assemblies,. 
James  Swenson,  Merrimac  ’48,  was  elected  the  student, 
representative  from  this  district. 

A  group  of  parents  and  friends  of  the  school  joined 
together  in  the  Fall  of  1947  to  form  a  “Boosters  Club.”  to 
help  support  the  athletic  program  of  the  school.  Through 
their  efforts  it  was  made  possible  to  send  not  only  the 
boys’  baskeaball  team  to  play  a  game  at  the  Boston  Gar¬ 
den  on  December  12th,  but  also  a  large  delegation  of 
supporters  with  them. 

On  June  16,  1947,  at  excercises  held  in  Sargent  Hall 
thirty-two  pupils  were  graduated  from  the  eighth  grade. 
The  eighth  grade  graduation  is  a  local  tradition  which 
most  other  localities  observe  by  simple  exercises  held 
at  the  school.  A  list  of  the  eighth  grade  graduates, 
follows  this  report. 

On  June  18,  1947,  twelve  students  were  graduated 
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from  the  high  school  at  appropriate  exercises  in  Sargent 
Hall.  The  number  was  far  below  what  is  to  be  expected 
from  the  larger  classes  following.  At  the  present  writ¬ 
ing  one  of  the  twelve  is  in  the  U.  S.  Navy,  one  girl  is 
married  and  has  moved  to  another  state,  three  members 
are  in  college  and  one  is  about  to  enter,  and  the  others 
are  all  employed. 


The  class  parts  were  awarded  as  follows: 


Valedictory 
Salutatory 
Class  Will 
Class  Prophecy 
Class  Gifts 
Class  Poet 
Class  History 


Evelyn  J.  Nicol 
Onni  H.  E.  Mustonen 
Judith  M.  Flynn 
Maryjane  E.  Paul 
Robert  E.  L.  Whitcomb 
Barbara  A.  Greeley 
George  R.  Buzzell,  Jr. 


The  day  when  the  Merrimac  Schools  can  move  into 
their  proposed  new  building  is  in  the  very  indefinite 
future.  In  the  meanwhile  the  high  school  faculty  con¬ 
tinues.  to  work  with  excellent  human  material  and  poor 
physical  equipment  to  produce  results  which  compare  very 
well  by  every  standard  we  know  how  to  use. 

Respectfully  submitted 

ISAIAH  CHASE, 


HIGH  SCHOOL  GRADUATES  OF  1947 

George  R.  Buzzell,  Jr.,  Robert  L.  Dupois,  James  A. 
Flynn,  Judith  Mary  Flynn,  Jean  Elizabeth  Grant,  Barbara 
Anne  Greeley,  Onni  H.  E.  Mustonen,  Evelyn  Jane  Nicol, 
Maryjane  Evelyn  Paul,  Donald  Fader  Robinson,  Robert 
E.  L.  Whitcomb,  Violet  Yurkovich. 
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GRADUATES  OF  GRADE  EIGHT,  1947 

Betty-Jane  Beardsley,  Arthur  Joseph  Bisson,  Charles 
W.  Bisson,  Loretta  M.  Bisson,  Earle  George  Brooks,  Jr., 
Shirley  Eleanor  Bunker,  Judythe  Ann  Buzzell,  Anthony 
J.  Casazza,  Ralph  A.  Dudley,  William  Henry  Franklin, 
3rd.,  Nancy  Louise  Gilmore,  Richard  Francis  Gilmore, 
Marcia  Bernadette  Hall,  Shirley  Ann  Kneeland,  Patricia 
Ann  Lambert,  Roland  Marlon  Lambert,  Richard  Austin 
Lavalley,  Wallace  George  Leighton,  Jr.,  Robert  Marshall 
Lord,  Sally  Lou  Lund,  Elizabeth  Katherine  Malmquist, 
George  Raymond  Mooers,  Virginia  Annabelle  Murray, 
Robert  Edward  Owens,  Louise  Ellen  Sanborn,  Lois  Janet 

r 

Sloban,  John  Edward  Stewart,  Margaret  Mae  Stewart, 
Richard  Wright  Taylor,  Joan  Dorothy  Wade,  Phyllis  A. 
Wechezak,  Juanita  Verlyn  Hardy. 


HONOR  PUPILS 


Loretta  M.  Bisson 
Earle  George  Brooks,  Jr. 
Shirley  Eleanor  Bunker 
Judythe  Ann  Buzzell 
Juanita  Verlyn  Hardy 
Shirley  Ann  Kneeland 


Patricia  Ann  Lambert 
Sally  Lou  Lund 
Louise  Ellen  Sanborn 
Lois  Janet  Sloban 
Richard  Wright  Taylor 
Phyllis  A.  Wechezak 


ATTENDANCE  HONOR  ROLL 
High  School: 

Grade  12:  ***Maryjane  Paul. 

11:  Phyllis  Clark,  Edna  Dwinnells. 

10:  none. 

9:  William  Andrews. 

8:  ******Charles  W.  Bisson,  Loretta  M.  Bis¬ 
son,  Robert  M.  Lord. 


MERRIMAC  SCHOOL  REPORT 
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Prospect  Street  School : 

Grade  7 :  Francis  Boetti,  Rita  Dudley,  Richard  Emery 
6:  Elizabeth  Weigel,  John  Woodard. 

Centre  School: 

Grade  5:  Elsie  Hoyt. 

4:  Ethel  Chase,  Joanne  Dufault,  Richard 
Knight. 

3:  Robert  Jewett. 

2:  Richard  Jewett. 

1:  None. 

***  Not  absent  for  3  years,  September,  1944  to  June,  1947. 

******  Not  absent  for  6  years  ,  September,  1941  to  June, 
1947. 
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